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The Month 
POINT COUNTERPOINT 


EWISH affairs within the last month have not 
improved. The murder of Gustloff has inten- 
sified the anti-Semitic propaganda conducted in 
the Jugo-Slavic Catholic press. The Hungarian 
Minister of Commerce recently proposed legisla- 
tion for limiting Jewish participation in industry. 
Newspapers in Rumania are reporting new anti- 
Jewish riots in Mishidinetz. In Poland the viru- 
lence of economic boycott against Jews is increas- 
ing daily. The entire Jewish population of Skrzyn 
fled after a mob attacked thirty Jewish families, 
and 700 Jewish households in Przytyk (there 
three were killed and twenty-two were seriously 
injured) have sent out a pathetic appeal for assist- 
ance in emigration. Within Germany the screws 
of the cold pogrom have taken a new daily turn: 
Jewish artisans are neither allowed to work in 
Hitler’s Reich nor permitted to emigrate. Even 
English Jews now have their troubles. The de- 
tailed memorandum presented in Parliament by 
1,000 Jewish shopkeepers, complaining against 
systematic fascist attacks on Jewish stores in the 
East End of London, illustrates the appearance 
of the anti-Semitic virus in England. (Apparently 
American Jewish congratulations at the disintegra- 


tion of English fascism were premature. The 
movement which advocates Jew-baiting may dis- 
appear but its poison continues to operate.) By 
way of counterpoint to the offensives against Jew- 
ish life may be recorded: 1—The General strike 
called by Polish Jewish labor as protest against 
Polish anti-Semitism; 2—The conference in Lon- 
don under the leadership of Chaim Weizmann 
and Sir Herbert Samuel in order to facilitate Jew- 
ish mass exodus from Germany; 3—The decision 
to convene in August a World Jewish Congress, 
which will have on its agenda protection of Jewish 
political rights; reorganization of Jewish social 
service work in a more democratic and construct- 
ive manner; emigration and settlement of Jews 
in Palestine and other countries. Curiously 
enough the delegates to that Congress will be 
elected by Jews in many countries, by direct vote, 
while in America the delegates to the Congress 
will be mandated mostly by existing organizations. 
Polish Jewry very properly has objected to the 
American mode of representation. But leaders 
of the American Jewish Congress persist in the 
technical impossibility of having direct elections. 


INSTANCES OF GALLANTRY 
HERE is a newspaper in Vienna called 
“Gerechtigheit’. This publication fittingly 
enough reports that Professor Emil Genauer of 
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Hamburg University, together with his wife and 
seven children, has embraced Judaism as a protest 
against the Nazi persecution of the Jews. The 
Aryan professor explained that he joined “the 
Jewish sufferers” to “save the honor of the Ger- 
man people”. He could with equal propriety have 
said that he was also engaged in saving the honor 
of mankind. His act is more than a futile, senti- 
mental gesture. Perhaps the professor's seven 
children are not grateful for his acceptance of the 
Jewish gaberdine, but the Jews have cause to be. 
No small part in the spiritual bewilderment of the 
German Jew has been played by his sudden isola- 
tion—the swift darkening of friendly, familiar ter- 
ritory into an enemy’s camp. The blows of poli- 
tical and economic oppression have been made 
more bitter by the apathy of the spectator. One has 
been felled in the sight of all, but neighbors scurry 
past without stopping. Nobody wants to be both 
the innocent by-stander who gets hit and the 
victim. Still less does any one want to step for- 
ward as a defender. The extraordinary indiffer- 
ence of the average traditionally kindly German 
to the Nazi carnival of brutality, the readiness to 
look the other way, has not made things easier. 
Even outside Germany, the gentile world, after the 
first revulsion, has quickly learned to view the 
spectacle of unparalleled mass-persecution philo- 
sophically. Too bad, but, after all, what can one 
do? It is one of history’s ironies that a people so 
eager to leap to the barricades whenever injustice 
is to be fought, should find the courtesy so ill 
repaid. Possibly the world assumes that so pug- 
nacious a tribe can fight its own battles. At any 
rate, we have not been embarrassed by the multi- 
tude of our champions. For this reason, instances 
of gallantry such as Professor Genauer’s are pre- 
cious. His protest not only casts a dramatic spot- 
light on the outrage, but shows that there are some 
non-Jews still capable of being outraged. Nor is 
Professor Genauer wholly alone. Louis Fischer re- 
ported recently that some Catholic schools in Ger- 
many receive Jewish children to spare them the 
torture of Nazi instruction. Outside of Germany, 
one must mention Toscanini, who after refusing 
to conduct under Hitler, will open the musical sea- 
son in Tel Aviv as a sign of his sympathy. Ap- 
parently his endurance of another’s wrong is less 
stoical than that of some of his fellow-artists. It 
is good to feel that the baton he wields with such 
genius can signal in spheres even greater than 
music. And, of course, no catalogue would be 
complete without Westbrook Pegler who has 
made his views on Nazism known in less than dip- 
lomatic terms. This former sportswriter has not 
confined his appreciation of “fair play” solely to 
a ring-side bout, which is more than can be said 
of the devoted sportsman who insisted on holding 


the Olympics in Germany. 
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HASHOMER HATZAIR CONVENTION 
H{ASHOMER HATZAIR will meet in Phila. 


delphia for their seventh convention from 
April roth to the 13th. One remembers how in 
1928 a handful of their young people congregating 
from a few scattered cities, defined the promise of 
American Jewish youth through the concept of ha- 
lutziut. They saw the need of roots in America for 
the ideal of the Kibbutz, the social and economic 
discipline obligatory for Shomrim going to Pales- 
tine. Nor did the assembly of 1928 think it would 
be easy to convey the need for such a fundamental 
transformation of the young Zionists of America 
and to create a native halutz movement. But by 
the winter of 1929-1930 American Shomrim were 
the first to establish a permanent training farm 
for their newly formed Kibbutz now located at 
Liberty, New York. Two years ago, at its sixth 
convention, Hashomer Hatzair with its militant 
forms of discipline and organization, with a So- 
cialist Zionist synthesis of collective life, reafirm- 
ed its program of Halutziut that must begin in 
Diaspora. Now before its seventh convention it 
has multiplied its membership and units approxi- 
mately three times. There are today some three 
thousand Shomrim and close to thirty units or 
Kinim; they publish a lively magazine in English 
and Hebrew; they maintain a Palestinian Kibbutz 
at Hedera and a nucleus at Eim Shemer. To the 
seventh convention of Hashomer Hatzair we ex- 
tend our comradely greetings. 


BIRO-BIDJAN BANQUET 


PT HERE was something hauntingly reminiscent 
about the Biro-Bidjan dinner held in honor 
of Ambassador Troyanovsky. The ambassador's 
address was scheduled as “The New Jewish 
Homeland” in the radio announcements. The din- 
ner was graced by the presence of a Senator from 
Utah who punctuated his remarks by invoking the 
blessing of the Almighty on the pious gathering, 
and who assured all concerned that they were 
assisting in the fulfillment of Biblical prophecies. 
The same gentleman also made appropriate refer- 
ences to pioneerdom and deserts that bloom like 
the rose. Ambassador Troyanovsky explained 
that the creation of a Jewish autonomous province, 
later a Jewish Republic, would serve to develop 
a Jewish national culture. ‘The main obstacle to 
the progress of a Jewish national culture has been 
the absence of a special state-unit as one of the 
foundations for national existence.” In fact, the 
time-honored Zionist terminology was employed 
so sedulously that one trembled at the possibilities 
of this deadly parallel. Would some simple fel- 
low traveller, moved by this advocacy of a Jewish 
national home, arise and chant Hatikvah? 
But despite this familiar aura, certain essential 
differences became apparent. Troyanovsky’s 
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speech did little to dissipate our uncertainty as to 
the scope and seriousness of the Soviet govern- 
ment’s intentions in regard to the creation of this 
new “homeland.” He paid his respects to the 
American Declaration of Independence in a tri- 
bute which would have warmed the cockles of our 
Founding Fathers’ hearts. He pointed with justi- 
fiable pride to the Soviet Union’s vigorous stand 
against anti-Semitism. He stressed the opportu- 
nity for the free development of all nationalities 
within the great confines of the Soviet Republic. 
All this was excellent and good to hear, but his 
specific statements about Biro-Bidjan were not so 
reassuring. It seems that of the 50,000 inhabit- 
ants of Biro-Bidjan, only 15,000 are Jews. Still 
more significant, that the majority of immigrants 
do not stay. Between 1928 and 1934, 18,000 
Jews settled in Biro-Bidjan. Of these, only 7000 
remained. Such figures are not encouraging even 
after one has made allowances for the great hard- 
ships involved. That a larger proportion of immi- 
grants should return is perhaps inevitable. Not 
all are the stuff of heroes. The process of selec- 
tion is a vigorous one. More surprising than that 
so few are chosen, is that so few are called. With- 
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in six years only 18,000 Jews had enough pioneer- 
ing passion to go to Biro-Bidjan. 

At the present time, the Soviet government is 
offering to admit 1000 families from outside Rus- 
sia, provided American philanthropists will de- 
fray the expenses of settlement. Considering 
the size of the territory involved, the numbers 
offered admittance are not impressive. Nor is the 
readiness to entrust the financing of the project to 
foreign benefactors, evidence of the earnestness of 
the Soviet’s desire to build a Jewish mass-center. 
The tempo and imagination of the Soviet govern- 
ment function on a grander scale when its interest 
is vitally involved. From the information given, 
one is forced to the conclusion that on the one 
hand, the attraction of Biro-Bidjan for Soviet 
Jews is not strong enough to make them undergo 
the sacrifices of pioneering in appreciable numbers; 
and, on the other hand, that the Soviet government 
is not actively concerned in insuring the success 
of the project on a large scale. 

In the meantime, one wonders what dispensa- 
tion in the communist cannon makes the trip to 
Biro-Bidjan a holy pilgrimage, while the journey 
to Palestine remains a menace to mankind. 


Histadrut and the Hunger Strikers 


M®& ELLIS SAX, Jerusalem correspondent of 

the “New Masses”’ fulfills a journalistic ser- 
vice when he exposes the frightful conditions — 
remnants no doubt of the Turkish regime—which 
exist in the prisons of Palestine, as well as in other 
Oriental countries. His articles ‘““Chain Gangs in 
Palestine” might have been valuable. Unfortu- 
nately, he completely vitiates the effect of his dis- 
closures by making them a point of departure for 
a stupid and false attack on the ‘“‘Histadrut”’, in a 
manner already made memorable by New Masses’ 
reportage whenever Palestine is involved. The 
strategy is by now familiar. Whatever the irrelev- 
ance, the “pink Nazis’’, the “hypocritical Hista- 
drut leaders” bob up in a ‘New Masses” account 
of Palestine like King Charles’ head. 

In this case, in order to make a party issue of 
his material, the correspondent blames the failure 
of the hunger-strike, declared by a group of Com- 
munist prisoners in July, 1935 as a protest against 
the prison conditions, and particularly against 
wearing prison uniforms, upon the ‘“‘Histadrut”’, 
and its newspaper “Davar’’. According to Mr. 
Sax, the ‘“‘Histadrut”’ at first supported the strike, 
though half-heartedly, and of course hypocriti- 
cally. Later, however, when the High Commis- 
sioner issued a statement that the British Law 
did not discriminate between political and non-po- 
litical prisoners, the ‘“Davar’’ came out with a 
series of atrocity stories concerning the G.P.U. 





in Soviet Russia, the persecution of Zionists there, 
etc., etc. Mr. Sax does not hesitate to say that 
“Davar’’came out “openly with an appeal to the 
public not to support the strikers, and an appeal 
to the government not to grant their demands’. 
The New Masses correspondent further cites: 
‘““*Pyavar’ suddenly discovered that the strikers 
are ‘pogrom-makers’ and ‘inciters’, and as such, 
undeserving of special treatment.” 

These fantastic accusations can only be ex- 
plained by the fact that, either the writer has no 
personal knowledge of conditions in Palestine, (he 
probably does not read Hebrew, and was there- 
fore the victim of some malicious mis-informant) 
or else, he banks upon the ignorance of his readers 
in regard to Palestine and the ‘“‘Histadrut”’ press, 
and so deliberately misrepresents the situation. 

We have before us issues of ‘“‘Davar” of July 
28th, (when the question of the strike came before 
the public), of the 29th, 30th and 31st, and of 
August 1, (when the High Commissioner’s state- 
ment was published), also the issue of August 2nd, 
when the strike was declared at an end, and those 
of August 3rd and 6th. The news featured by the 
“Davar’’ was decidedly in favor of the strikers. 
Its leading editorials were filled with requests that 
the government side-step the issue of prestige and 
grant the strikers their demands. In no issue of 
“Davar’”’ is there “an appeal to the government 
not to grant the strikers their demands”. 








The accusation is a pure invention. On August 
2nd, the seventeenth day of the strike, “‘Davar’’ 
asked the strikers to give up the strike and hand 
their demands over to the court, emphasizing that 
“the struggle for the betterment of prison condi- 
tions will be continued publicly.” On the 6th day 
of August, three days after the strike ended, ‘“‘Da- 
var’, in its main editorial, renewed its attacks 
upon the dreadful prison conditions and stated: 
“And now that the strike is ended, the problem of 
the prison regime still remains in full force.” 

The “Davar’’ supported the strikers. Even the 
“New Masses” correspondent admits that “‘at first 
— it hypocritically expressed sympathy for the 
strikers.” ‘Hypocritical” is a useful adjective in 
Mr. Sax’s lexicon. It instantly emancipates the 
record from the unwelcome compulsion of bare 
facts and figures. As evidence of the “Davar’s” 
infamy, the correspondent states that the ““Davar’’ 
had the effrontery to ask the government for 
“books” for the prisoners (hypocritically, no 
doubt) instead of for civilian clothes, which were 
the chief objective of the strikers. Possibly, in 
this instance, the “Davar” was naively guided by 
the experience of its own party members, who 
when arrested as pickets, might have considered 
“books” more essential to their well-being than a 
particular costume, prison or civilian. 

The actual history of the attitude of the Hista- 
drut towards the Communist strikers is the exact 
reverse of what the ‘New Masses” correspondent 
pretends. The Executive Committee of the His- 
tadrut requested the government to grant the de- 


“Runaway Shops” 


THE problem of the “runaway shop” in the 
needle trades has now assumed major propor- 
tions. A feature story by Frederick Woltman in 
the New York World Telegram of March 2, 1936 
tells graphically how public officials and cham- 
bers of commerce in New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania are offering financial aid, free rent and 
free power to New York manufacturers wishing 
to escape from union control in the needle trades. 
Examples are cited from Sunbury, Pennsylvania 
where lapel buttons are sold to citizens at $1 a 
piece to finance a runaway shirt factory from 
Somerville, New Jersey. Names and titles of 
sheriffs and other local officials who have assisted 
in this anti-union campaign are specifically cited. 
More recently, as told in the daily press and 
retold in the Nation of March 11, 1936 (Paul 
W. Ward’s article) it has been disclosed that even 
the federal government is wittingly or unwittingly 
a partner in this infamous enterprise. Federal 
funds to aid state vocational education projects 
have been used in the Southern states to build 
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mands of the strikers. The Central Committee of 
the ‘““Hanoor Ha-Oved’” (Working Youth) did 
the same. After the hunger strike had lasted for 
more than two weeks, and it became clear that 
the government would not yield, the labor press 
urged the strikers to take food because forcible 
feeding was imminent. It would have offered the 
same advice to members of its own party under 
similar circumstances. 

However, while championing the cause of the 
strikers, the ‘‘Davar”’ had to make its position 
clear to its own readers. The Palestinian public 
knows the attitude of the Communists toward 
Zionism. The local population has had frequent 
and ample tastes of Communist anti-Zionist propa- 
ganda calculated to inflame the Arab peasantry 
against the Jewish settlers. Questions were in- 
evitable as to why the ‘“Davar’” should take up 
the cudgels for the avowed enemies of Zionism. 
The “Davar” took the stand that even though the 
Communist strikers incited to pogroms, they 
should be supported in their demands. The reward 
for this non-partisan conception of duty has been 
the completely unscrupulous misrepresentation of 
the ‘‘New Masses”’ article. 

It must be remembered that the Histadrut is as 
much concerned with prison conditions as the Com- 
munists. Histadrut pickets know the inside of a 
Palestine prison cell. Histadrut leaders have sat 
and do sit in prison. The “Davar’’ has consistent- 
ly fought for prison reform. Whoever knows its 
record, also knows what weight to attach to the 
fabric of charges spun by Mr. Sax. 


in Needle Trades 


“schools” which are in reality factories, to pay 
foremen, and to enlist “students” for ‘“train- 
ing” who are in reality workers, without pay—all 
for private production and profit. John Edelman, 
Research director for the American Federation of 
Hosiery Workers forced these disclosures from 
Administrator Hopkins. 

The unions which have to combat these situa- 
tions are not asleep on the job. Thus for instance, 
the journals of the Amalgamated Clothing Work- 
ers (Advance), of the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union (Justice) tell of the hard- 
ships encountered by organizers when they enter 
these areas: how they are not permitted in town 
by sheriffs and burgesses; how there is prohibition 
of all picketing and union activity by injunction 
and police action. They tell, too, of the union pro- 
gram and of union progress in combatting this 
danger. It is significant that the “Training for 
Trade Union Service Course” under the Educa- 
tional Department of the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union provides a summary 
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of the facts and accomplishments. This syllabus 
points out that the removal from the city of a 
manufacturing plant (employing 500 people at an 
average wage of $30 per week, a yearly payroll of 
$780,000) means a loss of revenue not only to the 
workers but also to consumption industries. 

Pennsylvania which looms large in these ac- 
counts is no longer a refuge for the anti-union em- 
ployer. The aid given by the United Mine Work- 
ers to the clothing unions has resulted in unioniz- 
ing one town and one shop after another. More- 
over, in some localities the employer does not 
always find local authorities complaisant. Thus, in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, a New York employer 
who asked city officials for “protection”? against 
the union found himself confronting a Socialist ad- 
ministration. The same thing has happened in 
Milwaukee. But such centers can be counted on 
the fingers of one hand. It has been mainly the 
fight of the labor movement which has unionized 
Pennsylvania—but it has been a costly fight. 

In some instances the employers have not halted 
at New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Some have re- 
turned to the unionized centers of New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago. But others have 
tried new areas. ‘A firm unionized in Pennsylvania 
is building shops in Delaware, a state which a 
union official rightfully characterizes as being a 
feudal kingdom of the Du Pont dynasty. Organ- 
izers have been sent to this town. A year or so 
ago, a New York firm migrated in similar fashion 
until it reached a community in the heart of the 
South. A prolonged and costly strike ended in 
victory; but not until after months of living in 
a tent colony, after eviction from company houses; 
not until a Jewish employer (who probably escap- 


Role of Youth 


QUARTER million American Jewish boys 
and girls are mustered in various Jewish yout 
organizations. This cheering fact Mr. Yehuda 
Pilch promulgated in an article published in the 
jubilee issue of the Hebrew weekly, Hadoar. His 
youth figures (when tested by statistical criteria) 
may prove inaccurate partly because a considerable 
number of over-sociable young people, even like 
their elders, have formed the habit of joining too 
many clubs. But despite errors caused by duplica- 
tions, for most practical purposes the statistics 
are quite dependable and suggest that no matter 
what ailments Jewish youth may be heir to, at 
least it does not suffer from lack of organization. 
Of the quarter million no less than 125,750 
belong to “national” organizations and about 
125,000 are members in Jewish centers, “Y’’’s, 
and other local clubs. Among the national groups 
the largest number (36,150) is officially enrolled 
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ed to this country from Czarist pogroms) sought 
an injunction on the ground that the Union by or- 
ganizing white and Negro workers was violating 
the sacred traditions of the South. 

In the needle trades, in which the majority of 
organized Jewish workers are to be found, the 
situation assumes a doubly tragic aspect. It is 
mainly Jewish employers who are carrying on this 
program and by their action throwing out of un- 
employment and industry tens of thousands of 
Jewish workers. In a world of depression and of 
semi-fascist, anti-Semitic forces these workers face 
a more hopeless position than perhaps any other 
single group. We should like to point out to the 
gentry who are responsible for helping to strength- 
en these fascist and anti-union forces the implica- 
tion of fascism in a country with a large Jewish 
population. Such a policy by certain employers 
in Poland, originally aimed at unionism but sub- 
sequently affecting the Jewish masses, has had dire 
results. Even Palestine is struggling with the 
problem. 

Someone has suggested meeting the problem by 
a ‘“‘Made in New York Label” so as to outlaw 
goods manufactured in a low labor cost centre and 
marked in a unionized, higher priced center. But 
this is obviously a return to localism incompatabile 
with modern economic tendencies. 

Obviously the only guarantee is a strong net- 
work of unions throughout the country not only in 
the specific trades involved, which fortunately 
have militant and progressive leadership, but in all 
industry. Thus local officials and chambers of 
commerce would meet the resistance, as they do in 
New York, of tens and hundreds of thousands of 
well organized workers. 


in various Zionist cadres. Next in line come Jew- 
ish fraternities and sororities with the respectable 
figure of 33,000. Religious organizations claim 
31,000; cultural societies a meagre 8,100; and 
other minor groups make up the balance. 

What do such figures portend? Do they shed 
much light on social and cultural trends? Do they 
furnish any insight into youth activities and aspira- 
tions? Can they serve as a basis for prognostica- 
tion concerning the role youth may play in the 
future of American Jewry? 

One may safely assert that Zionism and social- 
ism are much more widely spread among youth 
than a hurried perusal of the statistical material 
might indicate. Of the religious section (includ- 
ing Young Israel with a membership of 8,500) 
the vast majority may be said to be profoundly 
affected by Zionist thought. In post-Hitler days 
there is indeed hardly any religious group which 
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has not been compelled to re-interpret Jewish life 
in Zionist terms. Likewise, the cultural societies 
(which include 1,800 of the Hillel Foundation) 
have decidedly become pro-Zionist and even pro- 
Labor-Zionist in outlook. For by now all the 
world has come to realize that Jewish culture with- 
out integration in the new life evolved in Eretz 
Israel is a blind alley. Even Jewish boys and 
girls immured in the sociabilities of fraternities 
and sororities can no longer escape the significant 
influence of the Jewish renaissance in Palestine. 
Zionist ideology has, in fact, widely transcended 
the organized Zionist movement. The same holds 
true with the socialist outlook. By all signs grow- 
ing out of observation and personal contact it may 
be safely declared that Jewish socialist youth is 
much larger than the 3,500 officially attributed 
to the Young Workmen’s Circle. For instance, 
the 2,500 members of the Young Poale Zion Alli- 
ance form the youth group of the Jewish socialist 
party Poale-Zion Zeire-Zion. The Hashomer 
Hatzair, a preponderate percentage of the Avu- 
kah, a fairly large number affiliated with religious 
groups and even the “conservative” members of 
the Jewish student associations are nowadays 
socialist or socialistically inclined. 

And yet both Zionist and socialist ideology 
among organized Jewish youth must be very vague 
and confused. As an example, take the largest 
Zionist group—that of the Young Judea with a 
membership of 15,000. Its program calls for 
“perpetuating the highest ideals of Judaism” and 
“active participation in the upbuilding of Pales- 
tine as the Jewish national homeland”. However, 
American Jewish life limits its labors for perpetu- 
ating Judaism primarily to arranging Purim car- 
nivals, Palestine exhibits, Sabbath Services, ban- 
quets, dances, and social entertainments. Its 
Zionist activities find their chief form of expres- 
sion in raising funds to support the Boy Scout 
movement in Palestine. This meagerness of out- 
look and activity is no reflection on Young Judea 
but rather on the poverty of Jewish content to be 
found in the life of American Jewish youth as a 
whole. The very fact that the entire American 
Hechalutz movement is only a matter of hundreds 
emphasizes that Zionist ideology has not yet 
struck deep roots in the life of American Jewish 
youth. Jewish boys and girls (like their elders) 
undoubtedly sympathize with Zionism, are gradu- 
ally becoming more interested in its achievements, 
but few think in terms of integrating their per- 
sonal future:in the reconstruction of Jewish life 
in Eretz Israel. The same lack of active partici- 
pation characterizes their socialist trends. The 
3,500 members of the Young Workmen’s Circle 
exhibit merely a superficial relationship to social- 
ist activities here and they are totally ignorant of 
the revolutionary social changes transforming 
Jewish existence. It is unpleasantly true that most 
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American Jewish parents of the last generation 
have not done their duty by their children. For 
one thing, they did not give their heirs adequate 
Jewish education, and for another failed to en- 
courage within their young a critical and construct- 
ive attitude toward the need of economic and 
social change. Under the circumstances, the cul- 
tural and spiritual content of organized Jewish 
youth almost inevitably tends to be pathetically 
impoverished. Its interest in Zionism and social- 
ism is an almost instinctive product of blind im- 
pact with life rather than a result of deliberate 
home-training or education. Jewish youth has 
become interested in things Jewish, Zionist, or 
socialist despite lack of guidance by parents and 
educators, and despite the ideological poverty of 
their own youth institutions. 

Indubitably Jewish youth is restless. Disturbed 
by events in Germany, worried by the unofficial 
numerus clausus in American colleges (and parti- 
cularly in the professional schools), frightened by 
the prospect of joblessness, and vaguely aware 
that the assimilationist ideology has gone bank- 
rupt, it dimly gropes its way toward some solu- 
tion for its difficulties. In many ways the confer- 
ence of Jewish youth organizations recently held 
in Detroit reflects the general tendency. Char- 
acteristically enough, that conference adopted 
resolutions repudiating assimilation and pledged 
cooperation with Zionism. The Detroit youth 
members also undertook to study Jewish literature 
and Jewish current problems. They endorsed “re- 
cent trends among the Jewish masses for product- 
ivization as exemplified by Labor Zionism’ and 
promised participation ‘in the matter of seeking 
employment for the Jewish youth in the com- 
munity”. They also undertook to join forces 
with the progressive non-Jewish youth movement 
of America. Without realizing any too clearly 
what they were after, they ventured to solve their 
own problems by creating a synthesis of various 
cross currents flowing in American Jewry. In 
this respect they instinctively proved wiser than 
most of their elders. 

The tragedy of more alert American Jewish 
youth resides in the circumstance that owing to a 
lack of adequate Jewish orientation, their organi- 
zational activities fail to integrate into the reali- 
ties of their own life. Jewish young men and 
women vaguely realize that somehow they have 
been cheated. They must carry the burden of 
being Jews without receiving any cultural values 
as compensation. They are even expected eventu- 
ally to develop American Jewry’s future leaders, 
without knowing much about the needs and aspira- 
tions of the people they are to lead. Rumors of 
Jewish social, political and cultural changes reach 
them without their understanding what those per- 
mutations are fundamentally all about. They 
know that the provender offered them in their or- 
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ganizations is fusty. Many of the youth who 
come to the ““Y’’ swimming pools are floundering 
restlessly and some have started to rebel against 
the meaninglessness of routine social and cultural 
functions. They are fed up on basket-ball games 
and tired of sterile lectures on Judaism. Even 
some of the most stolid among the Greek letter 
boys find the eternal round of proms rather bor- 
ing and feel that the newer times require new 
directions in Jewish fraternal life. Many mem- 
bers in the more intelligent Jewish youth organi- 
zations, whether Zionist in their direction or 
primarily religious in their tendencies, have 
become conscious that their “Zionist” or “reli- 
gious” activities are stereotyped gestures which 
bear no genuine relationship to the life they 
actually lead. They grumble against unintelligent 
money-collecting, regimented celebrations of Pu- 
rim festivals, and mechanical attending of up-to- 
date Sabbath services. Though aware that a rad- 
ical change of some sort is necessary, they don’t 
know what to do. Up to the present only one 
Jewish youth group—that of the Young Poale 
Zion Alliance — has attempted to correlate its 
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Socialist-Zionist and Jewish national cultural ac- 
tivities with life in America, Palestine, and the 
world at large. But that youth organization, 
having until recently conducted its work almost 
entirely in Yiddish, has so far produced little 
effect on the large body of American Jewish youth. 
It has not as yet evolved the technique which 
might enable it to show other organizations how 
to become vital bodies. 

The readiness of Jewish youth to join Jewish 
societies demonstrates its instinctive awareness for 
the need of a specifically Jewish group existence 
in America. Whether that wholesome gregarious 
instinct will be starved into inanity or be nourished 
into a contributory factor to Jewish national cul- 
ture depends on the manner in which existing Jew- 
ish youth organizations will develop. Jewish 
youth stands sadly in need of new leadership, new 
education, and new guidance. Only when such 
changes occur will it, like Jewish youth in Ger- 
many or Palestine, figure as an important force 
in American Jewish life. And then youth figures 
like a quarter of a million will become truly 
impressive. 


Pogroms Over Poland 


THE wave of pogroms which recently enveloped 
the towns and cities of Poland, again brought 

to the forefront the tragic problem of Polish 
Jewry. It is useless to ponder over the question 
so often met with in Jewish circles: ‘Just where 
are conditions worse? In Germany or Poland?” 
The answer is: They are terrible in both countries. 
Of course the Nazis openly boast that they are 
making the life of the Jews in Germany unbear- 
able, whereas the Poles deny their anti-Semitic 
tendencies and practices. Actually, the govern- 
ment carries on a systematic policy of political- 
economic extermination against the Jews, though 
without benefit of “‘Nuremberg Laws”. One might 
say that at present conditions are “better” in Ger- 
many because no open, bloody attacks on Jews 
are taking place there, while in Poland Jewish 
life has become so cheap that heads of Jewish 
communities are sometimes compelled to sign affi- 
davits that they are co-makers of pogroms. The 
few hundred thousand German Jews can somehow 
manage to exist on the remains of their former 
wealth and possessions. It is well-known, how- 
ever, that the majority of the more than three 
million Polish Jews have been living, for years, 
under conditions of indescribable privations with- 
out any prospects for the future. On the other 
hand, the Jews of Poland still enjoy privileges 
which no German Jew can even dream of having, 
so long as the country remains under the Nazi 





heel. The Polish Jew can still express his indigna- 
tion and anxiety openly, and thus embarrass the 
government in some measure. The strike-protest 
which was proclaimed by the “Poale-Zion” and 
“Bund” during the latter half of February, and 
which took on the aspect of a wide Jewish national 
mass demonstration, made a powerful impression 
in Poland as well as abroad. No less impressive 
and gratifying an occurrence was the fact that 
many non-Jewish workers’ groups, under an able 
socialist leadership, participated in that strike, an 
occurrence quite inconceivable in the Germany of 
today. 

The Polish government has had to put up with 
these “‘unpleasantries”. The ruling class of Poland 
now tries to put on an air of injured innocence 
and wishes to delegate the blame of the bloody 
“excesses” upon the shoulders of the ‘National 
Democrats”, whom it seemingly cannot control. 

Even a blind man can see that the “socialism 
of fools’, as the late August Bebel so ingeniously 
dubbed anti-Semitism, is flourishing in Poland. 
Nor does anyone doubt, that Nazi propaganda is 
pouring its share of oil into the cauldron of the 
seething anti-Semitic activities of the ‘National 
Democrats”. However, it would be false to put 
the entire blame for Polish anti-Semitism on the 
German government, although it proudly owns an 
“International Headquarters” for the persecution 
of Jews. Even a quarter of a century ago, when 
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Polish sovereignty was only a far-fetched dream, 
the “Endeks” consistently carried on propaganda 
for an economic boycott against Jews. 

Modern Polish nationalists scorn the dreams of 
their former poets and visionaries. They have 
long abandoned the idea that the new liberated 
Poland will assume the role of a moral, spiritual 
pioneer among the nations of the world—to 
spread the ideals of liberty, equality and the 
brotherhood of man. The identification of ‘Po- 
land” with “Israel”, upon which the famous Polish 
poet, Adam Mickiewicz founded his prophetic 
“Book of the Polish Nation and Polish Pilgrim- 
age’’, sounds like the idle prattle of an insignificant 
provincial writer to the present super-patriots of 
Poland. The new Polish government is built upon 
a mania for self-aggrandizement, and on the 
fashionable accounting-system that it has too many 
Jews within its borders. 

Lately, we have heard again from the lips of 
certain Polish ministers, the well-known assertion 
that in Poland there are at least one million 
“superfluous” Jews. These very same ministers 
also told us of several million gentile peasants 
who are obliged to cultivate miserable patches of 
“‘lilliputian” farms, and who have completely lost 
their purchasing power during the last few years. 
The government, however, did not designate these 
millions of peasants as “superfluous”. This is not 
the place to dwell upon the present agrarian prob- 
lems of Poland. One might parcel out the estates 
of the Polish magnates to the peasants, as a first 
step toward a more rational economic system. We 
cannot, however, expect such agrarian reforms 
from the present Polish government. But, no 


Plan for American- 


THE report which Dr. Gabriel Davidson, chief 

director of the Jewish Agricultural Society, 
recently published, gives us a bird’s-eye-view of 
the conditions of Jewish farming in the United 
States. 

However we view the problem, we must admit 
that since Jews began to arrive in great masses to 
the United States something has been accomplish- 
ed in this sphere. Thirty-six years ago, when 
the Jewish Agricultural Society was founded, there 
were only 216 Jewish families on farms (about 
1,000 individuals). Today, the Jewish farming 
population numbers 100,000. The relative propor- 
tion is still small, only one out of 45 Jews being 
engaged in agriculture, yet a hundred thousand 
people cannot easily be brushed aside. Jewish econ- 
omic endeavors in America still lean toward one- 
sidedness. Yet the number of Jewish farmers in 
the United States show an organic tendency to 
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matter what Poland thinks of those impoverished 
peasants with their “‘lilliputian’” farms, she does 
not consider them as “outsiders”. Only the Jews 
are a “superfluous” foreign element, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that this “foreign element” settled on 
Polish soil more than a thousand years ago. In 
reference to Jews, the magnanimous Poles use 
such terms as “riddance”, “emigration”, and 
“Zionism”. ‘They suddenly heap favors on us by 
asking visas of the British government for Jewish 
emigration to Palestine, and for special privileges 
for the Polish Jews. There are no bounds to the 
great-heartedness of the Polish government. They 
would become Zionists, at the price of our auton- 
omy and the most elementary human rights and 
liberties ! 

We can easily dispense with the ‘‘Zionism” of 
the Polish super-patriots. Zionism is the right of 
every Jew. It cannot, however, be used as an 
instrument of force to compel a people to leave a 
country where they have dwelt for hundreds of 
years. There are enough causes for Jewish emi- 
gration from many European countries. There 
are plenty of Jews in all the European countries 
who would gladly share their destinies with that 
of the new Palestine. Emigration to Palestine, 
however, cannot be converted into a wholesale 
exodus, a panacea, which a government offers be- 
cause it refuses to live up to its constitutional du- 
ties and international obligations. 

Zionists should be the first to raise their voices 
in protest against these unasked-for “Zionist” 
sympathies from reactionary and anti-Semitic gov- 
ernments. The world will not misinterpret this 
struggle. 


Jewish Farming 


branch out into industries from which the Jews 
have been divorced for centuries. 

Jewish farmers in the United States now con- 
trol over 1,500,000 acres of land worth $1 50,000,- 
ooo. Such an area, harboring a Jewish popula- 
tion, could, even in vast America, serve as a serious 
beginning for a Jewish agricultural environment, 
if the Jewish farmers were more or less topo- 
graphically concentrated. 

The leaders of the Jewish Agricultural Society 
however, boast about an accomplishment in their 
program which does not merit enthusiasm—an 
accomplishment which one would rather be in- 
clined to put on the debit side of the ledger, 
namely, that Jewish farms are now found in all the 
48 States of the Union. In other words, the rel- 
atively small Jewish farming population is scat- 
tered and spread throughout the length and 
breadth of the country. Only the socially imma- 
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ture, can rejoice over this. The condition is the 
result of two causes: the planlessness and lack 
of organization on the part of the early Jewish 
immigrants, and the assimilation which was char- 
acteristic of the philanthropy which sponsored 
early Jewish farming settlement. Jewish philan- 
thropy had once seriously considered the idea of a 
large-scale colonization-plan for Jews. It deliber- 
ately aimed, however, to spread them in different 
countries and continents; to found isolated Jewish 
settlements in different regions, so that they would 
be swallowed up in the countries of their adoption. 
The logic of these “benefactors” of the Jewish 
people was rather simple. It is best for Jews to live 
in small unassuming minority-groups, so that they 
may attract as little attention as possible. The 
greater the concentration of Jewish masses, the 
greater the danger of anti-Semitism, and con- 
versely, the greater the dispersion, the more idyllic 
and congenial are the relations between the Jew 
and his gentile neighbor. This system was also 
in operation in Canada, where the ‘Ica’? and 
organized philanthropy helped to found lonely, 
isolated Jewish country-settlements in Quebec, 
and, of all places, in Saskatchewan. The grim 
humor of this can be appreciated when one re- 
members that the distance between the two settle- 
ments approximates the distance between War- 
saw and Paris. 

This “strategy” of scattering and isolation 
hindered Jewish Colonization. The success of 
Jewish colonization in Palestine can laregly be 
explained by the system of intense concentration, 
the building up of entire Jewish regions, (as in 
South Jehuda, Sharon, Emek Jezrael, Emek Ha- 
Yarden and others.) The Soviet government was 
successful in its Jewish colonization scheme only 
when it helped build entire Jewish districts as in 
Kalinnindorf. When the Soviets tried to apply 
this method in the already thickly populated Euro- 
pean Russia, they promptly met with difficulties, 
and transferred their endeavors to the distant, 
sparsely populated Biro-Bidjan where the natural 
environment offers possibilities for a concentrated 
colonization of Jewish masses. Where Jewish 
villages lie close to each other, there is a mutual 
stimulus for a Jewish social environment. This 
alone becomes an important factor for growth and 
development. Sooner or later, the isolated, “‘or- 
phaned” communities begin to shrivel up, until 
they finally degenerate. The report of our Agri- 
cultural Society is fully justified in reminding us 
that for Jews farming is an “acquisition”, and not 
a heritage; that in order to return to the soil, the 
Jew must not only go through training in agricul- 
tural ‘‘craftsmanship”’, but also through a process 
of personal adjustment. In the matter of adjust- 
ment however, we have erred on the side of omis- 
sion, rather than commission. ‘‘Adjustment”’ 
means first, and foremost, taking into considera- 
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tion the psychology of the settlers. We should 
realize that the city-bred Jew, with his natural 
gregariousness, must have a number of Jewish 
neighbors, in other words, a Jewish environment. 
The Anglo-Saxon system of isolated, individual 
farms miles-apart, does not suit the Jewish men- 
tality. The Jew requires some form of commun- 
ity. He feels socially at ease, and more firmly 
rooted, when his community is not a floating is- 
land, but a part of the many-sided, diversified 
Jewish life. We can assume then, that we could 
have had a considerably larger Jewish farming- 
population in the United States today, with far 
richer promises for the future, had our coloniza- 
tion schemes been less minutely scattered over 
“fall the 48 States of the Union’’. Our social, and 
especially our Jewish-cultural values would have 
had greater significance. Our agricultural settle- 
ments could also have been more economic- 
ally sound, had they been built on principles of 
cooperation rather than on antiquated, individual- 
istic patterns. In Sullivan County, New York, 
for instance, where the Jewish farmers lead a 
hopeless, frustrated existence, it might have been 
possible perhaps, to establish a cooperative milk- 
industry if our farmers had not from the begin- 
ning been raised in the spirit of economic individ- 
ualism. 

If we had will and vision, if we planned and 
applied progressive economics, it would be possible 
to build a number of Jewish agricultural districts. 
Only through employing the principle of concen- 
tration can we think in broader terms of the “‘back- 
to-the-soil” movement. Jewish country settlements 
need not be 100% agricultural. In this respect 
we can learn a good deal from our settlements in 
Palestine. Many workers’ communes already com- 
bine agricultural and industrial projects (Ein Ha- 
rod, Gan Shmuel, Naanah and others). On the 
basis of cooperation between individual settlers 
of neighboring colonies, certain industrial works 
could also be established. The Jewish Agricultural 
Society is perhaps not the agency for undertak- 
ing such broad tasks and applying such modern 
methods in colonization. American Jewry has 
not yet brought forth other, more powerful agen- 
cies. Such agencies cannot, it seems, be created 
from above, but must come from below, through 
the conscious effort of organized Tewish masses. 





H. Frumkin's "The Four Fat Years", Part Il, has been 
unavoidably delayed until the May issue. Other feat- 
ures to come include: A View of World Pioneers, by 
Dr. Enzo Sereni; Is Palestine Socialist? by Julius Braun- 
thal; Jews in Czecho-Slovakia by Oskar Baum; Jewish 
German Letters by Hans Kohn; Theatre in Palestine by 
Henrich Infeld; Portraits of Three American Halutz 
Training Farms at Hightstown, Liberty and Minnea- 
polis; also Michael Traub on Keren Hayesod and 
Shlomo Hestrin on Huleh. 
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JEW, NEGRO, CATHOLIC 


THE three largest minority groups of America 

—Catholic, Negro and Jew—are the objects 
of militant prejudice. To every headline reader 
this is a commonplace dulled by the daily 
newspapers. But whoever closes his eyes in dis- 
comfort serves incipient fascism with a dangerous 
half-hearted contempt. America’s minority groups 
are both the last promise of American life and the 
first battleground for its barbarization. This 
principle forces a straight approach to interpreta- 
tion and action. 

We have before us, as dramatic evidence, such 
propaganda inciting racial and religious intoler- 
ance as the Youth Division of the American Jew- 
ish Congress recently placed on view in a public 
exhibit. Its perspective is one of eight years of 
miserable, furtive, and dangerous agitation. Thou- 
sands of documents and facts arrange themselves 
in proper relation with the insane logic of per- 
sistent hatred, but they do not constitute, nor can 
this account give, a complete summary of move- 
ments against the minority groups. 

To see the clinical evidence in the concrete 
forms of illiterate communications, cryptic tele- 
grams and photostats is to give flesh and blood to 
newspaper rumor. It realizes judgments not dis- 
torted by the excitement of reporters but revealed 
in the characteristic touches of a hundred mer- 
chants of hate. It shows up types of intolerance 
rather than dates and facts we have not known, 
and it helps to make important conclusions. 

This exhibit, properly viewed, is not the cheap 
strategy of fear and protest. It brings assurance 
to the conviction that anonymous propaganda can- 
not stand exposure. By displaying it, as the mu- 
seum of Commonwealth College exhibits the lyn- 
cher’s rope and the gadgets of class warfare, we 
set up a positive effect all the way from common 
sense to the deadly criticism of irony. Nothing 
will be less adequate in the future than false 
decorum. 

If expression of fascism in America proves any- 
thing at all conclusively, it proves that whatever its 
fundamental social and economic causes may be, 
it works through a rift in our minority groups and 
begins by an incitement against them. An exhibit 
of propaganda makes plain as day this Archilles’ 
heel in American society. Since the war social 
change has disintegrated the whole scheme of old 
attitudes. Depression has intensified public anxi- 
ety. Nazi agents have come to America as apol- 
ogists for German terror and left behind them a 
home-made industry of prejudice. A casual atten- 
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tion to the geographical distribution of the exhibit 
corroborates the commonplace truth that where 
Americans have the least cosmopolitan influences 
they are fertile soil for the Coughlins, Longs, 
Talmadges, and even the Hitlers and Mussolinis. 
Neither a Jew nor a Catholic can escape the con- 
clusion that the lynching, disfranchisement and 
expropriation of the Negro proves that a tradi- 
tional pattern of “fascism” is the weakest link 
and gravest concern for other minority groups. 

Who are the propagandists? Are they cranks, 
amateurs, or professional hands? What sort of 
picture do they draw of Jew, Catholic and Negro? 
How did they achieve a success so marked that 
a large hall full of exhibits does not tap even half 
the available data? As conditions of crisis and 
war are ripening for scapegoats, what can we do 
about it? 

II. 


THE ANTI-JEWISH SECTION 


When Jewish blood spurts from the knife, 
Then everything’s all right, 
Then everything's all right. 

—HORST WESSEL SONG 


N42! propaganda in contrast with that directed 
against Catholics and Negroes is distin- 
guished by method, organization and persistence. 
According to the Voelkischer Beobachter of 
June 14, 1935, five million copies of German “‘ad- 
vertising” material has been lately distributed in 
the United States; a quarter million placards; a 
million movie showings of the German country- 
side; 45,000 slides with lectures; some 1200 radio 
talks; more than 150,000 publications in the press; 
and far over 32,000 photographs. This statistical 
monotony nevertheless represents a stubborn and 
amazing importation. Every German ship is an 
infusoria of gay tourists, hair-dreSsers, manicur- 
ists, nurses, salesmen and students: Nazi agents 
in various stages of intelligence service, less numer- 
ous than slides and advertising, but more infec- 
tious. 

The main source, the raw material in ideas, 
is imported by a Spanknoebl, Griebl, Gissibl and 
Hanfstaengl, but local talent dresses up the com- 
modity with idioms adapted to the American 
scene. Edmondson, Healy, Pelley, Summerville 
and all their hangers-on translate the propaganda 
into the American language and try to prove that 
Jews are “equally responsible” for American cri- 
ses. To the extent that their system of symbols 





CQ —= Ss PF Fe ee Oo een a ne etC—C“N 


bt me 


ji- 


ik 


S, 


of 


at 


lf 
Jo 


nts 
\er- 


aS, 
ind 
ym- 
can 
ille 
ida 
hat 
cri- 
ols 





of Hate: 


persists in remaining the same as in Germany the 
scheme is a failure, witness the bankruptcy of 
Pelley and the older Friends of New Germany. 
Where the propaganda is loaded by association 
with ‘Roosevelt’s invisible government”, ‘Jewish 
communism”’, “alien” radical forces in school and 
press—it flourishes. Another characteristic of 
anti-Jewish propaganda is that its methods are 
painstakingly modern. It uses the newspaper, the 
radio, the mass meeting, the foreign consulate and 
the whole technique of spying. 

Much that was presented in the Dickstein in- 
vestigation and in sporadic press revelations 
found dramatic instances in the exhibit. By means 
of a few sentences in a letter and by the style of 
a pamphlet one could grasp the meaning of inci- 
dents, motives and personalities. 

As early as May 15, 1933, one J. Trachtenberg 
was already signing his name to the preface of a 
book circulated in the United States and written 
in German, English and French. The book is en- 
titled ‘‘Atrocity Propaganda Based on Lies (say 
the Jews of Germany themselves’’). Jewish lead- 
ers, organizations and newspapers of Germany 
(including the Juedische Rundschau!) were quoted 
to disprove before the world the foreign corres- 
pondence of newspaper men in Germany. The edit- 
or, Trachtenberg, not only lied and perverted quo- 
tations but threatened with confidence that allega- 
tions would end in genuine atrocities. Ina general 
way we know of Nazi impudence and barefaced 
lying. It is only by turning the unspeakable pages 
of editor Trachtenberg’s book that we are shocked 
into a full realization of the lowness of Nazi tac- 
tics of abuse and apologetics. 

By the disclosure of intimate details the exhibit 
makes clear the kind of actors who have partici- 
pated on the scene. In the early months of Nazi 
agitation in the United States petty bickerings for 
leadership were thickly in conflict. For instance, 
a letter of June 13, 1933 addressed to ‘Dear 
party member Strauss” by Fritz Gissibl (the 
second leader of the defunct Friends of New Ger- 
many) informed Strauss that the Supreme Party 
office in Germany headed by Rolneo Ley, was to be 
requested to adjust party leaders’ difficulties in 
America. Gissibl rants: “I refuse to recognize 
Spanknoebl under any conditions!” He is a de- 
ceiver, a job hunter of the worst type. It is clear 
that Hitler’s emissaries fully appreciate each 
other’s qualifications. The next day, another let- 
ter on view shows, Gissibl reminds Spanknoebl 
conclusively that he has worked for the Nazis in 
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Chicago since 1924—the first to “raise Hitler’s 
flag”. Gissibl, who we know returned from Ger- 
many on February 19, 1936, has made.four trips 
in the last two years and is shown to be in intimate 
contact even now with the German embassy in 
Washington. 

With regard to rank and file devotion, consider 
such a letter as that by R. Scholbach who writes, 
from Jersey City, on July 2, 1933, panting for au- 
thentic leadership before “‘my dear Party member 
Kappe”’. Poor, suffering Scholbach is overworked 
with intricate negotiations and meetings. In the 
confusion he trusts only Gissibl and Kappe. He 
sighs for some special decision from Germany. 
He is angered that the traitorous Turner Bund 
just condemned the Nazi regime: “‘politics of the 
rottenest leftist Jewish type.” It is high time 
Germany acted on the leadership question over 
here. He is utterly disgusted with “this miserable 
bargaining” and “‘mean intrigue”. Though a sub- 
missive and humble specimen, he sends a six page 
memorandum to Dr. Goebbels himself. Scholbach 
believes in direct action. On June 18th, in another 
letter to Kappe he boasts: “our young Storm 
Troop went into action for the first time—for the 
first time with the swastika—in the same parade 
with American army units”. With Heil Hitler, 
yours.... 

Scholbach’s correspondent Walter Kappe is 
better known than most of the Nazi emissaries. 
The editor of Deutscher Weckruf and Beobach- 
ter, he was recently involved in the scandal sur- 
rounding Joachim F. Paffrath and absolved from 
charges of kidnaping him. In the correspondence 
exhibited, Kappe is shown to have received from 
Germany an offer of a series of pro-Nazi films to 
be shown in America with “lectures”. The re- 
lease of such films, in Rochester for instance, is 
surrounded with a certain amount of trepidation 
and secretivness. The German press there does 
not describe them; it advertises by inuendo. 

A novel method of spreading the Nazi gospel 
is evident on another display board in the August 
1933 correspondence of the Aryan Bookstore of 
go2 S. Alvarado Street in Los Angeles. With a 
crude swastika mark under its signature to 
a counter-boycott plea, it stimulated a chain of 
anti-Semitic letters in which the “gentiles of the 
world” were informed that Jews were fresh, in- 
decent and conceited. 

In one instance we stop short with the question: 
did the Nazis really offer Marinus van der Lubbe 
(the scapegoat of the Reichstag Fire farce) to 
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the hospitality of agents in America? There is 
Walter Haag’s letter of September 23, 1933 
(“Keep absolutely secret!’’) to Uschla Berlin, 
Alexanderplatz 812 No. X. Uschla is the “In- 
vestigation and Adjustment Committee” of the 
Nazis, a secret court for the trial of party mem- 
bers. The letter complains that the Friends of 
New Germany are being watched. Haag is plac- 
ing an order for a young lady to be sent into spy 
service at the Amtorg. To avoid Untermeyer’s 
insistent check-up of those days, someone would 
be substituted in her place for a return trip to the 
Fatherland. Haag writes: 


“I cannot find a place for van der Lubbe here; 
it is best if you throw him overboard into the 
ocean while en route to another country. Whom 
do you intend to hang in his place in Ger- 
many? ...” 


Playfully he adds that it would be good to 
give the damned communists of Leipzig an injec- 
tion of syphilis so that it would be shown, scien- 
tifically, where communism comes from. With a 
Heil Hitler he finishes by saying that it is child’s 
play to make good anti-Semites of Americans. 

How were they making good anti-Semites of 
Americans? Smuggled propaganda was one way, 
and that is illustrated in the exhibit by the record 
of unmanifested literature in the quarters of the 
chief cook on the North German Lloyd freighter 
S.S. “Este”. The material was submitted by the 
Customs Bureau during the Investigation of Con- 
gressman Dickstein. How books, pamphlets and 
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papers were smuggled in is shown in a telegram 
sent by Kurt Mertig, who in connection with a 
bazaar of DKYV, simply wired abroad an order 
for printed literature. Routine orders were sent 
to Bremenhaven, with the request that they be 
entrusted to the administration of German ships. 

This Mertig, president of all Nazi units in 
Greater New York and intimate of German Con- 
sul General Hans Borchers, was the organizer of 
numerous meetings in behalf of Bruno Hauptmann 
where anti-Semitic literature was distributed. The 
Hauptmann case has been in turn a “GPU red 
plot” and a Jewish “ritual murder” for the Purim 
(!) festival of 1932. As for DKV, the German 
anti-Jewish boycott organization, the exhibit dis- 
plays its contract of November 28, 1935 with the 
radio station WBNX, signed for a period of 52 
weeks at the rate of $148.80 per period for the 
propagation of DKV’s activities. 


In the wake of rivalries, splits and reorganiza- 
tions there are left behind articulated bodies under 
the leadership of Gissibl, Schnuch, Kappe, Schus- 
ter, Luedecke. Count into the total the Order 
Service (storm troops), ship cells, DKV, veterans, 
legions, leagues; oddities like the Bronx ABC 
Knighthood; a cultural monstrosity like the Ger- 
man Commonwealth for Art and Literature with 
such literary units as defense and political groups; 
and the American National Labor Party which 
seeks to bring race questions to the American 


ballot. 


These are typical samples of Nazi propagand- 
ists at work. At the exhibit they stand out from 
thousands of specimens and betray not new facts 
but how well anti-Jewish incitement is planned, 
the machinery oiled. As the author of “The 
Brown Network” (reviewed in this issue) de- 
scribes the history of the Nazi movement in the 
United States, it is one of corruption, abjection, 
broken faith and mutual betrayal. 
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ON EXTREME LEFT: 


Rooters Edward Edmondson, aged 64, dashes off these 
penny thrillers at his rented desk-room in a job-printing 
place on the sixth floor of 80 Washington Street, New 
York. He is assisted by his wife, Mrs. Marian L. Ed- 
mondson who, he said, “boards and lodges me’. Accord- 
ing to the W orld-Telegram (January 22) he admitted 
having learned his profession on “Town Topics, a scandal 
magazine operated by the late Colonel Mann who was 
once referred to in court as ‘the king of a band of charac- 
ter assassins’.” In the last 18 months, Edmondson has sent 
out more than one million leaflets from the most flourish- 
ing anti-Semitic house in the United States. “Everywhere 
I look there is a Jewish plot,” said Edmondson to his 
interviewer. “I believe the Jews are getting ready to set 
up their world government any time now.’ 


Ill. 
ANTI-CATHOLIC SECTION 


HE meaning of anti-Catholic propaganda 
would be plain to the scrutiny of Freud. For 
the greater part, the leaflets and pamphlets attack- 
ing Catholicism excite sexual prying, gloat over 
“pagan rites”, foam over celibacy and smack lips 
over the intricate secrets of the confessional. The 
Rail Splitter Press of Milan, Illinois, is one exhibit 
on view which makes a contribution to back- 
woods yokels to whom a puritanical hangover 
and provincial monotony are unconsciously irk- 
some. The Rail Splitter Press described itself 
boastfully as the oldest, most resourceful and most 
reliable anti-Papal publishing house in America. 
Its titles rather justify the boast: Madame Gaines, 
Brothel Madam, White Slaver, Vampire and 
Roman Catholic; Priest and Woman, a book for 
Wives, Mothers and Daughters; Why Priests 
Should Wed; Two Old Maids in Black, etc. 
Most of the anti-Catholic exhibits have their 
source in small town organizations or individuals. 
The New Menace, a newspaper with vicious car- 
toons is dated from Aurora, Missouri. The Amer- 
ican Melting Pot, which excludes Catholicism 
from Americanism, hails from Milan, Illinois. 
The Railsplitter of the same town features, in the 
copy displayed, a story of rape involving a priest 
and a Negro woman. The conclusive proof of this 
intelligent paper is the proferred drawing of a 
photograph which it does not choose to reproduce 
for its intelligent, trusting readers. A cartoon of 
Alfred Smith groveling before the Pope would 
interest both surrealists and psychiatrists. Its 
masthead lumps together the kinds of people who 
would vote for a Catholic: gamblers, outlaws, 
dope-peddlers, moonshiners, grafters, and enslay- 
ed nuns. Other specialties in pornography come 
from places like Zarephath, N. J.; Birmingham, 
Alabama; Toledo, Ohio; from Chicago, Los An- 
geles, Kansas City and Kewanee, Illinois. From 
the nation’s capital the exhibit draws a display of 
broadsides, tracts, cartoons and a_ well-edited 
Catholic-baiting paper, The Fellowship Forum. 
While the perversion of a starved erotic imagin- 
ation predominates in this section of the evidence, 
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other favorite styles prevail in anti-Catholic litera- 
ture. Such are a thrilling indulgence in fear of 
the occult, black magic, “‘devil’s catechism’, ‘‘Ro- 
man oaths” and all the vicarious pleasures of 
condemning precisely the objects passionately and 
secretly desired by self-styled “Protestant” de- 
fenders of the faith. 

Of all the propaganda I have seen this anti- 
Catholic material is the meanest, the dirtiest, the 
most saddening, the most revealing of starved 
bodies and vile unfulfilled lives. 

The high water-mark of its circulation was in 
1928 when Smith ran against Hoover. In the 
company of Liberty Leaguers, and at a price, 
Smith may be better protected against villifica- 
tion on grounds of religion in 1936. But in the 
presidential campaign of 1928 he was the symbol 
of the devil incarnate. Rome was about to cap- 
ture Washington and men sang: 

Alcohol Al for President; 

I stand for whisky and bad government ; 
My platform is wet and I am too, 

And I get my votes from Catholic and Jew. 

As in the case of the Benjamin Franklin for- 
gery exposed by Charles A. Beard in Jewish 
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TH Georgia Woman’s World of Atlanta for Janu- 
ary 1, 1936. According to this paper, which prints 
“all the news that’s really news for Georgia women’, 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s crime is that she shook hands, chatted 
and sipped tea with members of the Women’s Faculty 
Club of Howard University. In the name of Southern 
womanhood, the Woman’s World calls upon the Presi- 
dent to discipline Mrs. Roosevelt and, incidentally, him- 
self. Here are the dreadful photographs: “Seeing is be- 
lieving”. In the words of the Women’s National Asso- 
ciation for the Preservation of the White Race (same is- 
sue): “We have been active in trying to prevent the 
U.S.A. from becoming mongrelized and Africanized and 
dehumanized by a godless set of Russian Jews...” The 
Woman's World says it will continue publication of these 
Negro pictures as long as there is danger that Congress 
may pass a law compelling the citizens of Georgia to 
pay the family of a Negro $10,000 in case he’s lynched. 
Frontier some anti-Catholic propaganda is based 
on misquotations of historical persons. Thus 
Abraham Lincoln is mace to say, without founda- 
tion in fact, that the Catholic Church is “‘the most 
pernicious thing we have to deal with in our gov- 
ernment.” Similarly, in the streets of New York, 
people have received copies of throwaways, a 
sample of which contains expressions of Jew-hat- 
red by fifty famous men from Tacitus to contem- 
porary Americans. While some are authentic 
records others are clumsy and false manipulations 
of inuendo. There may be no lack of dead and 
impressive anti-Semites, but evidently it pays to 
pervert a local contemporary for practical effects. 
A composite picture of the Catholic presented 
by his baiter portrays him as sensual, crafty and 
plotting for power. He wants to abolish the 
public schools, capture the government, degrade 
women and children. The title of one published 
attack in the exhibit, and the slogan of anti- 
Catholicism, is “Three Keys to Hell, or Rum, 
Romanism and Ruin”. On October 27, 1928, H. 
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W. Evans, Imperial Wizard of the KKK, is 
shown to have warned editors against Governor 
Smith. The worst he could say about Smith was 
that he had pardoned hundreds of alien criminals, 
so that these, becoming American citizens, de- 
feated our immigration and naturalization laws. 
The Imperial Wizard’s official pronouncement on 
the Jew is also on record in the form of a pam- 
phlet. Impressed, like too many of our own, that 
the Jew may indeed have come to America early 
in history, he points him out as a refugee from 
Catholicism, but one who neither explored, mined, 
nor cultivated. He always came too late for the 
creative work. And the Imperial Wizard puns: 
the Jew may be called ‘“Klannish”. He finds it 
“passing strange’’ that the Jew in America should 
be mobilized with forces hostile to the KKK, 
when he should find the genius of this organiza- 
tion a guarantee to his own freedom. The ques- 
tion of interests between Jew and Catholic could 
not have been better raised than by an “Imperial 


Wizard”. 
IV. 


ANTI-NEGRO SECTION 


HE predominant note of the anti-Negro ex- 

hibit is murder by lynching. The terror for 
the observer lies not in the victim but in his audi- 
ence. A part of the exhibit records the case of 
Rubin Stacy, a Negro, lynched at Fort Lauderdale 
in Florida on July 19, 1935, for “frightening and 
threatening a white woman”. The camera caught 
the testimony most important to Americans—on 
the faces of seven white children who came to 
gaze at the sport—children twelve years old, 
seven, four. 

Newspaper photographs and headlines show 
that lynchings are known in advance, planned and 
advertised. The News Scimitar of Memphis, 
Tennesee for January 26, 1921, said: “Avengers 
set 6 o'clock for lynching hour”. On the 27th 
the same paper added, ‘‘500 watch slayer roast 
for 30 minutes.” A composite of newspaper head- 
lines attempts to show that before Claude Neal 
was murdered in Marianna, Florida, on October 
26, 1934, many points in the southern section were 
waiting for the fulfillment of an arranged lynch- 
ing. 

But except in this sense of organized, anticipa- 
ted sadism, there seems to be no systematically 
handled propaganda against the Negro. Possibly 
because the society receptive to this prejudice 
needs little fresh conversion; there are weaker cen- 
soring mores to break down; because literature is 
in this case a lesser medium than the whisper and 
the spontaneous gathering. Always the Negro is 
feared for his threatening physical prowess, for 
his challenge to white supremacy. ‘‘We stand four- 
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square for white supremacy in all things’, reads 
the KKK program. 

Anti-Negro prejudice, like anti-Catholic and 
anti-Jewish, makes copy for political campaigning. 
The Georgia Woman’s World of January 1, 1936 
shows a photograph of Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt speaking at a meeting of the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People. 
It photographs Mrs. Roosevelt escorted by two 
Negro guards at Howard University. The 
President is shown shaking hands with the repre- 
sentatives of a Negro fraternal organization. The 
paper asks in holy horror: “Are we headed for 
social equality? With the example set by the 
President of the United States and his wife, what 
can we expect? It isn’t doing the Negro any good 
and it is breeding trouble for the future.” 


¥. 


THE "INTELLIGENTZIA" 


LOSE-UP scrutiny of the exhibit shows various 
types of prejudices incited mainly among busi- 
ness people, the employee class, rural residents— 
in short, the rank and file of the lower-middle class 
American population. But this does not exhaust 
the limit of minority baiting. We find it in high 
places—in schools and colleges; at least in one 
journal of some intellectual distinction; in the let- 
ters of a Theodore Dreiser and an Ezra Pound; 
in the literary by-products of Thomas Wolfe and 
T. S. Eliot. 

One cannot furnish this Zoo of propaganda 
with the intrigue of colleges, the subtleties of po- 
ets, and the chauvinism of literary criticism. Mr. 
Eliot, Mr. Wolfe, The American Review and 
other refined prejudices could ‘hardly be placed on 
exhibit by the Youth Division of the American 
Jewish Congress. I bring them into my report as 
sample irritants of the American scene, but no 
longer disturbing to our cultural groups who, as 
artists and writers, are acquiring political resist- 
ance. What interests us primarily in this context 
is that the heavy-handed crudity of the lower 
middle-class has sublimated forms among the “‘n- 
telligentzia’’. 

The exhibit gives us a clue: We stop before a 
letter which tells the following cryptic and sug- 
gestive story: On June 14, 1933, R. T. Kesse- 
meier, resident manager of the North German 
Lloyd, sent to a Mr. Nobert Biele of Haverford, 
Pennsylvania, a list of college professors and high 
school instructors ‘“‘which will no doubt be useful 
to you”... . The extent and. character of Nazi 
propaganda in some American universities, its 
spread by German consulates and the acquiescence 
of school administrations have been lately de- 
scribed by Professor Lienhard Bergel who lost 
his job on the German faculty of Rutgers Univer- 
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sity. There are many teachers of German ances- 
try to whom the appeal of “race consciousness” 
is congenial. The Nazis count on their mental 
predisposition. By obtaining their addresses 
through German consulates, by a stream of printed 
matter, by contacting former graduate exchange 
students to Germany, this periphery of influence is 
widened. 

As an American teacher of German, Professor 
Bergel receives the ‘““German Academic Exchange 
Service’, the ““German Commission for Intellect- 
ual Cooperation” and ‘‘News in Brief”. No other 
government takes the trouble to distribute abroad, 
free, its texts of new laws, rationalizations and 
official political speeches. For instance, statistics 
are handed out to Americans to prove that the 
majority of German dope-peddlers, counterfeiters 
and white-slavers are Jewish. National Socialism 
is glorified and the “‘weaknesses”’ of liberal coun- 
tries are analyzed. “A foreign visitor’s impres- 
sion of Germany”, published by the Carl Schurz 
Vereiningung of Berlin, recommends dictatorship, 
press-censorship and racial laws. 


Samples of the American atmosphere into which 
this Nazi gas penetrates have already been of- 
fered in Jewish Frontier. We are fast setting up 
native competition: in the bequest accepted for 
the ‘Anglo-Saxon race” by a great American uni- 
versity; in the case of a New York “educator” 
who deplores alien teachers of literature; in a 
principal who causes raids on his student’s home; 
in a superintendent whose pedagogy must be sup- 
plemented by the strategy of the American Legion. 


For the wide book-reading middle-class the 
weapon for bias is sugar-coated. Vincent Sheean’s 
chapter on Palestine has conditioned opinion be- 
yond all proportion with its space in his book. 
Thomas Wolfe’s “Of Time and the River’ cre- 
ates facile images of young Jews and Jewesses 
who are aggressive, smelly and oversexed. The 
astonishing letters of Theodore Dreiser, isolated 
and stormed in the liberal press, were at least 
dried in the sun by criticism. A letter connecting 
Ezra Pound with the Silver Shirts is a specimen 
which we consider properly a part of the exhibit 
as a whole. There is much in the letter to con- 
demn a lesser man than Pound, but the worst as- 
pect of it is a preoccupation by probably our best 
poet with a sheet as unspeakable as Pelley’s “Lib- 


_ eration” and with a correspondent as low as R. C. 


Summerville, Pelley’s henchman. In this letter 
from Rapallo, Italy, Pound expounds his old 
hobby of social credit, praises the art of Mussolini 
and rants with astonishing illiteracy against Hull 
and Tugwell. He peppers his letter with Jew-bait- 
ing allusions to the “international Jew’; to a Jew- 
ish plot to prevent American education from edu- 
cating Americans; to ‘“‘foundations Jewish” used 
to smother economic and historic research; to the 
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London School of Economics “which is largely 
middle European Jew.” Such cantos of wisdom 
Pound addressed to Summerville of Ashville, 
North Carolina, in May 1933. 

We come upon evidence in this exhibit that this 
Summerville, who piously signed his letters with 
“a salute to the Christ within you” and filled his 
correspondence with the verses of Sir Richard 
Burton, served Pelley at a wage of $1300 a year. 
Numerous letters show him distributing orders 
from the “chief”—the “White King”—now di- 
recting work in Oklahoma City—now bargaining 
for German organizers and obtaining the services 
of N. Q. Melnikoff, a White Russian. Incidentally, 
Melnikoff introduced the Silver Legion to the 
Ruskaya Gazetta and supplied formulas about 
ritual murders (Russian style) “for a little ar- 
ticle” in “Liberation”’. 

Pelley’s Silver Shirts tried to tie up not only 
with White Russians but with the European Race 
Alliance in Berlin and less successfully with the 
Imperial Fascist League of London. The intel- 
lectuals of Ashville and London could not see eye 
to eye: “your paper strikes us British as being an 
extraordinary mixture. The anti-Jew articles are 
excellent but the religious stuff is a mistake.” 

A publication absent from the exhibit is the 
“American Review’, edited by Mr. Seward Col- 
lins, a veteran of the great American war over 
humanism, the champion of agrarianism, neo- 
Catholicism, Babbit, More and of a distinct edit- 
orial policy of Jew-baiting. Collins’ contributors 
called themselves revolutionary conservatives or 
radicals on the right. On March 18, 1934, Collins 
advised the Jews, in an interview, ‘to curb their 
ambition in public life and in certain professions 
and businesses.” He warned that Americans are 
less amenable to orderly measures than the Ger- 
man people. In March 1934 he printed the notori- 
ous sentence by T. S. Eliot that “reasons of race 
and religion combine to make any number of free- 
thinking Jews undesirable.” Reacting to Ludwig 
Lewisohn’s book, “Expression in America”, Miss 
Dorothea Brande exclaimed in the American Re- 
view: “. . . is there no one to rise and say, ‘Do not 
accept this book. ...’?”” She feared such a critic 
might be branded an anti-Semite, but she felt com- 
pelled to say later on that such criticism as Lew- 
isohn’s “‘come to us oftenest from Jewish writers”. 
If there remains any doubt about Collins’ editorial 
predilections, the remarks of R. L. Burgess (Feb- 
ruary 1934) dispel them. He states that Jewish 
dogma of economic monism is prevalent in Russia; 
to him the Jewish mind is monistic, in Karl Marx, 
Morris Cohen, and in the emphasis on economics 
by “Mr. Justice Brandeis, the Jewish Liberal.” 

Isn’t it fitting to ask intellectuals who call them- 
selves “philosophers” whether their intention is 
philosophy or somewhat less? The American Re- 
view hoped to make a contribution to order and 
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sanity in our national life by a specialized em- 
phasis on regional cultural values. It sometimes 
sank to the level of Alfred Rosenberg’s logic. 


VI. 
WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT IT 


SUCH an exhibit of antipathy and intolerance 
should be looked at steadily and seen whole. 
The consequence involves the fate of millions in 
the American minority groups. No single section 
has the power or the wisdom to extricate itself 
separately from the morass. The work demands 
unity. But it warns America that fissures among 
its minority groups amount to fundamental strains 
in the structure of American society. Our tradi- 
tion is liberal and its individuality, and distinction 
from continental liberalism, is in the pluralism, the 
ability to maintain differences. As Lewis Mun- 
ford put it: “For liberalism, both unity and dif- 
ference are equally aspects of a healthy society.” 
The first duty of the millions who constitute our 
minorities is to expose all this half-anonymous 
hate to daylight and free criticism. They should 
direct the general anxiety away from its American 
scapegoats to the true causes. They should arm 
themselves with such authentic weapons of Amer- 
ican tradition (and this is boundless) as will prove 
that lynching, baiting and discrimination is entirely | 
alien to this democracy. The tradition resides just 
as plentifully in the turbulent social history of the 
19th and 2oth centuries as in the revolutionary 
events of the eighteenth. In the struggle for recon- 
ciliation and health, millions in the minorities 
should depend less on ambiguous legal protection 
than on an unlegislated consensus of opinion. 

Recently, in these pages, anti-Semitism was ex- 
pounded as the hysterical reaction of any group 
in crisis: the author said that nothing will assuage 
it, except creative Zionism, neither enlightenment, 
nor liberalism, nor socialism. This may do as a 
description of Jewish introvert needs, but it does 
not prescribe for action on the part of a minority 
group struggling among others for mutual equilib- 
rium. It will not be enough to be a good Zionist 
without Socialism, a good Catholic without social] 
awareness. Nor will it suffice to handle apologetic 
percentages—to fall into the net of superficial 
controversy by proving night and day that Jews 
do not dominate the industries. 

It will be better to take time to show that the 
minorities should unite against obscurantism and 
reaction. In America, we are still engaged in a 
struggle against fascist tendencies and still in the 
hope of their defeat through a Labor party whose 
compulsion is rising and uniting us. It remains 
for Catholic, Negro, and Jew to serve “both unity 
and difference” in one movement that involves 
their being together. 
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REMAKING 


RECOGNIZING that Jewish economic life 

requires a reorientation, The League for 
Labor Palestine called a Conference in New 
York on February 25, 1936 to consider 
methods of preparing Jewish youth for a 
productive life in Palestine, as well as for 
vocational adaptation in America. Peartici- 
pants at the meeting included representatives of the educational, 
professional, labor, rabbinical and social service fields. Jewish 
youth organizations and Palestinian labor delegates, who are visit- 
ing the United States in an official capacity, also took part in the 
discussions. The following articles present various points of view 
among members of the Conference. 


ment. The author, Dr. Enzo Sereni, was 
Y O | | H actively engaged in this work between 1932 
and 1935 in Germany and is presently so 


AT the earliest opportunity, we shall offer 
our readers a paper summarizing all the 
problems facing the world Hechalutz move- 


engaged in America as an official delegate 
from Palestine. Other contributions on this subject will be first- 
hand reports of three Hechalutz training farms in the United States. 
We invite the great mass of Jewish young men and women toward 
whose immediate future this discussion is directed, to write us their 
views and to communicate directly with the Hechalutz Head- 
quarters, 1225 Broadway, New York City. 


Laborization of Our Masses 


HE demand for the restratification of their 

social structure always accompanied, from the 
very beginning, the various reconstruction move- 
ment among the Jewish masses. This com- 
pulsion towards change was inherent in the rise 
of the German Jewish emancipation movement 
and was the passion of the Russian Haskala itself. 
It nourished Jewish belles-lettres both in Hebrew 
and Yiddish. Do we have to be reminded, on 
this one hundreth anniversary of Mendele Mocher 
Seforim, how pungent was his satire of the econ- 
omy in “Kabzansk” and “‘Tuneyadovke”’? Has not 


Sholom Aleichem, Mendele’s literary heir, immor- 


talized, with his bitter-humored depictions, the lop- 
sidedness of the /uftmench in his type of a “‘Mena- 
chem Mendel”? When the first school was found- 
ed by the followers of Moses Mendelsohn (1729- 
1786) in Germany, a cardinal point in its program 
called for a change in the economic pursuits of 
the Jewish youth and for their training in more 
useful occupations. The same conception has mo- 
tivated all Jewish Galut reform and philanthropic 
movements until to-day. One can trace it from 
the first colonization attempts in Czarist Russia 
in the beginning of the 19th century up to present 
day efforts of the Ort and Biro-Bidjan project. 

The main characteristic of all these attempts 
was to make the Jewish masses more economically 
useful. Those who opposed emancipation for the 
Jews, based their claim that Jews cannot be made 
full-fledged citizens of the state upon the accusa- 
tion that they were functionally not useful mem- 
bers in that state. Those—Jews as well as non- 
Jews—who struggled for equal rights for Jews, 
strove to make the masses more useful to the state, 
so that they would merit equality. The spectre 
of Jewish unproductiveness and the attempts to 
eliminate its patent danger, continued to hover 
over the Jewish masses for many years even after 
emancipation had been politically achieved. Apol- 
ogies and defensive explanations were continually 
being made to maintain civil rights. 

But a useful occupation is a relative concept. 


® by Zalman Rubashow 


Concretely, economic usefulness depends on the 
needs of the state or the society in which the (Jew- 
ish) citizen is to be integrated. It disappears when 
the state or society no longer requires this par- 
ticular function. 

Today, both in Europe and America, both in 
Jewish and non-Jewish circles, the demand for 
restratification means simply an exit from com- 
mercial and professional life. Anti-Semitic parties 
rationalize their abuse of our citizenship on the 
grounds that Jews are a commercial and therefore 
useless element. In Germany, Jews are being 
deprived of their rights with the cry that they are 
only doctors and lawyers, a sort of canaille. Iron- 
ically enough, Jewish history in Russia points out 
that not so long ago, the Russian Czar granted 
them equal rights because they became doctors and 
lawyers or because they entered commerce. 

Therefore, restratification in the past meant pri- 
marily the adjustment of the Jewish masses to the 
varying needs of the non-Jewish population with 
whom they dwelt. Historical forces would have 
brought about the same results of their own ac- 
cord. The Jewish individual would have been 
forced to adjust his economic function even with- 
out the exhortations of his philanthropic reform- 
ers. But the same forces would eventually have 
called a halt to any particular form of adjustment 
without the hate of anti-Semites. Both types of 
propaganda have only quickened an inevitable 
development with both positive and negative 
results. 

For the first time since the beginning of the 
restratification idea does a movement insist upon 
our vocational readjustment in terms of the needs 
of the Jewish people itself. The Hechalutz move- 
ment thinks of restratification in terms of the 
new autonomous economy which is in the process 
of being built in Palestine. Immigration to Pal- 
estine not only means a change in the geographical 
distribution of the Jewish masses, but above all 
a drastic change in their social-economic structure. 

Palestine itself underwent a profound reorgan- 
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ization. Extensive cultivation of the soil had to be 
altered for intensive cultivation. Cities had to 
rise on what had been waste. Arid sections had to 
yield water. Primitive handicrafts had to give 
way to modern industrial technique. The bigger 
and more enduring the Jewish mass immigration 
to Palestine, the more fundamentally the land it- 
self will have to change. Only through a con- 
stant process of transformation will Palestine be 
able to absorb the increasing immigration of Jews 
whose entire economic structure will undergo a 
marked change. We can draw some significant 
conclusions by analyzing the statistics of Jewish 
immigration up to now. 

The Jewish population in Palestine is about 
400,000, of which 100,000 are workers who live 
on their wages, and have no other means of in- 
come but their labor. By adding the number of 
dependents of these workers, such as non-working 
wives, children, parents, the sick and incapacita- 
ted, we may safely assume that the Jewish working 
class comprises fully half of the Jewish settlement. 
In the lands of their origin, Jewish workers con- 
stitute only from three to ten per cent of the 
Jewish population. Such is the tremendous social 
change which has been brought about by immigra- 
tion to Palestine. The restratification is the na- 
tural product of this immigration. Both are inter- 
dependent and cannot be divorced. The process 
of Jewish immigration to Palestine is simultane- 
ously the course of laborization of the Jewish 
masses. This is the rule which arises from Pal- 
estinian vital statistics. 

However, the strengthening of this process 
depends on the increased reclamation of the 
Jewish area in Palestine. In its present state, 
Palestine is primarily a land for colonization, and 
only by virtue of this colonization can it absorb 
immigration. 

The present immigration was made possible be- 
cause it was preceded by a heroic epoch of coloni- 
zation, which created the Jewish agricultural set- 
tlement and gave rise to Jewish agricultural 
workers. Without these settlements, no Jewish 
city could have developed. Without Jewish agri- 
cultural workers, there would have been no indus- 
trial proletariat today. Dr. Arthur Ruppin has 
postulated that there must be one Jewish agricul- 
tural family for every two to three non-agricul- 
tural ones. Because of present day contingencies 
and the high tide of anti-Semitism and persecution, 
virtually necessitating mass flight, this ratio may 
fluctuate and may not be temporarily maintained. 
Yet should this disproportion remain permanent, 
the Jewish economic structure in Palestine will 
lose its solid foundation. Already 91,000 Jews 
live in the rural settlements, of whom 50,000 de- 
rive their livelihood from agricultural pursuits. 
Because of the heavy immigration and lack of 
commensurate colonization, the ratio of the agri- 
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cultural population had fallen from 15 to 13%. 
Even though this may be a ratio superior to what 
is found among the Jews of other countries, it will 
not do for Palestine, if we are to establish there 
a solid economy capable of absorbing a continuous 
mass immigration. Without new colonization in 
Palestine, there will be no further immigration; 
and political rhetoric and national sentimentality 
will be of no avail. Immigration into Palestine 
must bring about not only a transformation to 
manual labor but to a large extent to agricultural 
labor. Otherwise, there will be no labor and no 
immigration. 

If we analyze the internal development of Jewe 
ish agriculture in Palestine, its forms, its dangers, 
and self-protective means, we must conclude with- 
out political bias that its success lies in the principle 
of self-labor and cooperation. Had the new agri- 
cultural settlement, established since the World 
War, been built on wage labor they also would 
have been closed to new immigrants, to the same 
extent that the pre-war settlements based on pri- 
vate ownership have to a large degree been closed 
to the Jewish worker. The new post-war settle- 
ments would also have become inundated with 
cheap unorganized non-Jewish labor. The Kibbu- 
tzim and their sections have progressively ab- 
sorbed more and more immigrants. No less im- 
portant has been the role of the urban building 
cooperatives and the contracting Kvutzot. They 
took in the unskilled worker, taught him a trade 
and expanded his opportunities to find work. This 
has been achieved by “‘self-labor’’ and coopera- 
tives, even without taking into account all the other 
social and national implication of these principles. 

Are the Jewish masses, wherever they may be, 
prepared for the three basic laws which the absorp- 
tive capacity in Palestine demands? Laboriza- 
tion? Agrarization? Adjustment to the various 
forms of cooperative life? Have we adequately 
prepared and well-trained agricultural workers? 
Where shall we obtain our Jewish agricultural 
workers—from our mythical vineyards in Poland, 
our orange groves in Lithuania, or perhaps from 
our Jewish-American prairie farms? Where in- 
deed have we these adequately prepared and well- 
trained agricultural laborers? The new areas to be 
reclaimed will demand the same pioneering spirit, 
sacrifice and agricultural knowledge as in the past. 
Perhaps more so. And if we really do not want 
the privately owned settlements in Palestine to 
be closed to the new Jewish workers who come 
to the land (and how can we accept such a suicidal 
thought?) we must face the issue squarely. The 
claim that the Jewish worker is not sufficiently 
skilled agriculturally, and therefore is not pro- 
ductive and profitable enough to his employer, is 
not the only, nor the most important reason why 
the Jewish plantation owner closes his gates to 
the Jewish immigrant. But unquestionably, with 
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trained workers, it will be easier to carry out the 
fight for work in the privately owned settlement. 
The emergence of such a working class necessitates 
systematic training in the Galut. That is what 
Labor Zionism has learned from its past experien- 
ces. That is what the Hechalutz has been doing 
for more than fifteen years. 


Systematic preparation is required not only for 
agricultural work but also for industrial occupa- 
tions.‘ The building industry is practically the 
creation of the Jewish workers who had to force 
themselves into this field of work. The worker 
had either to learn the trade from the beginning 
or to retrain himself considerably because of the 
different construction methods used in Palestine. 
Such products as now have a market in Palestine, 
according to statistical research, have the chance 
of becoming an industry involving 25,000 new 
workers. But where have we the workers who are 
qualified for these trades? To attempt this in- 
dustrial growth with unskilled workers only would 
be to court the same dangers as are now present 
in private agriculture. 


Is it necessary to demonstrate how far Jewish 
youth is now distant from a cooperative and com- 
munal spirit, especially in America? Different 
modes of thought and living will have to prevail in 
Palestine, modes based upon communal life, mu- 
tual help and responsibility. A new life where there 
will be no working one’s self up to the top 
for personal gain, where exploited greed will be 
taboo, where competition for the acquisition of 
material goods will be unknown. On such a type 
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of social preparation and reorientation will depend 
the success of future mass immigration. 

How is it possible to fulfill such an historic task 
without knowing the land, without knowing its 
problems, without knowing what has been accom- 
plished to date? Can one become an integral 
part of the country without adequate preparation? 
Can one do so without knowing the language? 
These are the problems taken up by the Hecha- 
lutz upon whose success depends the assurance of 
a healthy and strong immigration into Palestine. 
These are the tasks which are facing us here in 
America. 

An experienced economist was asked to state 
the difference between the Jewish colonization of 
Palestine and the Jewish colonization of Biro- 
Bidjan and in the Crimea. One reply was, Pales- 
tine has a Hechalutz movemertt; Biro-Bidjan and 
the Crimea have not, Hechalutz means a goal-con- 
scious Jewish youth which is preparing itself for a 
life of productive labor, motivated with idealistic 
devotion, by the inner urge for a new life. 
Palestine has always had such a Hechalutz 
behind all the immigration that came there, 
from the time of the Bilw’im on. The Hecha- 
lutz ideology must reach the whole world. 
It is indispensable to the immigration and coloni- 
zation of Palestine. Our American tendency has 
been to take over from Palestine what is merely 
ornamental. True, the Oneg Shabat and the 
Hora are Palestinian creations. But we have 
also the Kvutzot and Moshavim. It is time that 
we took over the more fundamental forms and 
incorporated them into our lives. 


Jewish Employers vs Jewish Workers 


WE HEAR often about the necessity for the 

productivization of the Jews; for removing 
them from trade and the professions and _put- 
ting them into manual labor occupations. I shall 
not enter into a discussion of this subject, for the 
very good and sufficient reason that it would be 
entirely meaningless under present conditions. 
With licensed lawyers and physicans driving taxi- 
cabs for a livelihood, there is no occasion for call- 
ing upon Jewish youth to leave the occupations 
of brain for those of brawn. The burning 
problem today is not, which job to take, but how 
to get a job. 

In former years, the Jewish clothing worker did 
try to bring up his child to be a professional or a 
business person instead of a sweatshop worker. 
And there was ample reason for that. Now, Jew- 
ish parents of all economic and social categories 
would be happy to place their children in any kind 
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of job, and ask no questions. Jewish workers, 
young and old, suffer from three serious evils: 
1) unemployment, because of the general scarcity 
in jobs; 2) unemployment, because of discrimina- 
tion by non-Jewish employers against Jewish work- 
ers; 3) unemployment, because of discrimination 
by Jewish employers against Jewish workers. Jew- 
ish employers in Palestine are not the only ones 
who do not want to employ Jewish workers. They 
have their counterpart in this country. Of the 
three evils the third one is, for obvious reasons, 
the worst. Jewish employers in America refuse 


to employ Jewish workers because those workers 
“insist on better working standards”. Those em- 
ployers are not at all above playing one nationality 
against another, and the non-Jew against the Jew. 

The Jewish immigrant workers in this country 
have an honorable record. They began their labor 
movement activities about a half century ago. 
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Last month Local One of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers’ Union celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary. All Jewish immigrants came from 
countries which were economically and politically 
backward, and where Jews were oppressed and 
persecuted. The Jewish immigrant workers es- 
tablished themselves here. They built up trade 
unions, organizations for mutual aid, cultural cen- 
ters and other useful institutions. It was the or- 
ganized power of the Jewish workers, in coopera- 
tion with the non-Jewish workers, that eliminated 
the sweatshop from the American clothing indus- 
tries. It brought the highest known labor stand- 
ards into those industries. 

In the present depression, the Jewish workers 
have shared the lot of all workers. The depres- 
sion is a national calamity, not only a Jewish one. 
But, for the reasons given above, the Jewish work- 
er is the worst sufferer. There is, in effect, an econ- 
omic anti-Semitism among Jewish employers. In 
this instance, many Jewish employers find them- 
selves on common ground with many non-Jewish 
employers. 

The clothing industries are usually regarded 
as Jewish industries. That is true in the sense 
that almost all employers are Jews, and that the 
largest groups of Jewish workers are in those 
industries. But the numbet of Jewish workers is 
steadily diminishing; partly, because of techno- 
logical development; partly, because the Jewish 
clothing worker prefers, when he can afford it, to 
teach his child a profession. But a much more 
important cause is the determined opposition of 
many Jewish manufacturers to the employment of 
Jewish labor. But for the protection given by the 
union, which includes both Jewish and non-Jewish 
members, the number of Jewish workers in cloth- 
ing factories would have been much smaller. It 
is most difficult, if not entirely impossible, to find 
a Jewish worker in an open (non-union) shop. 
The open shop is closed to the Jew. In view of 
this highly effective boycott, how are the Jews to 
follow the advice to move from non-productive 
occupations into productive ones? Of course, not 
all Jewish employers condemn Jewish workers to 
starvation by denying them employment, making 
them unemployable, because they are Jews, but 
enough of them do so to make this a serious prob- 
lem. 

The Jewish workers were attracted to this coun- 
try by its economic opportunities and reputation 
for human rights. They came here and made 
this country their new home. Their children were 
born and raised here. They were educated in 
American public schools. Now, think of the moral 
effect upon the Jewish workers, when they are con- 
fronted with a boycott against them by Jewish 
employers here, in their new home. Remember 
that they do not ask to be favored by Jewish em- 
ployers as against non-Jewish workers. They 
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ask for no preference; they condemn discrimina- 
tion. In connection with this, it should also be 
remembered that the Jewish workers have con- 
tributed greatly to the organization of the non- 
Jewish workers in their industries. And the non- 
Jewish workers are cooperating with the Jewish 
workers in the struggle against discrimination in 
unionized plants. International labor solidarity 
is the most precious asset of the organized 
workers. 

In the labor movement the Jewish worker 
acquires his education; there he learns the prin- 
ciples of democracy and of human brotherhood. 
Those trade unions, in which large numbers of 
Jews are members, have been built up largely since 
the World War. In that period the world has 
been plagued with growing race-hatred and na- 
tional animosities. A look at the countries of 
Europe is enough. So many of them are ready 
for mutual annihilation. In that period of black 
reaction the Jewish workers in this country were 
a leading factor in the building up of strong trade 
unions in which workers coming from abroad 
cooperated in the best spirit of human solid- 
arity. It is an achievement of which we may all 
be proud. 

Though the trade unions are, in their very na- 
ture, economic class-organizations, since only 
wage workers can belong to them, they have re- 
sponded generously to appeals for various causes, 
Jewish and non-Jewish. While the Jewish workers 
are conscious of their class-solidarity with all other 
workers, they are also aware of their duties with 
respect to Jewish needs. And they have lived up 
to those duties. When these Jewish workers are 
confronted with an economic boycott by Jewish 
employers, the situation becomes tragic. 

I present this problem both as a worker and 
as a Jew. As a worker, because it is a vital econ- 
omic problem, a bread-and-butter problem. To 
the extent that Jewish workers are victimized by 
Jewish discrimination against them, the burden 
upon the Jewish welfare institutions is increased. 
The discriminating employer may contribute some- 
thing to the funds of those institutions, and thus 
clear his conscience. As a Jew—because some of 
the employers who are discriminating against Jew- 
ish workers are prominently associated with Jew- 
ish activities, and contribute towards Jewish 
funds. If there is not sufficient moral authority 
in organized American Jewry to put an end to 
this discrimination, it is very sad, indeed, for the 
situation will become steadily worse. 

In the past ten or twelve years the Jewish work- 
ers inthis country have manifested great interest in 
the work in Palestine. That interest is due chiefly 
to the Histadrut, the Palestine Federation of La- 
bor, because the Histadrut is building up a Jewish 
life in that ancient land, that is based upon the 
principle of no exploitation of man by man. That 
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has inspired them to launch in this country a move- 
ment, under the leadership of the National Labor 
Committee, to aid the labor movement in Pales- 
tine. The fact that in the past ten or twelve years, 
which included the depression years, they have 
raised more than one and a quarter million dol- 
lars for the Histadrut, is sufficient proof of the 
strength of this movement. For the first time in 
human history a working-class is building up a 
nation. Because of their own experiences here, 
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they are able to appreciate the problem of the 
employment of Jewish labor in Palestine. 

With the aid of their colleagues of other na- 
tionalities, the Jews will, as organized workers, 
fight the discrimination against Jewish labor. 

With respect to those who are responsible for 
such discrimination, I can only say: Meharsaich 
umachrivayich mimeich yeitseiu—your disruption- 
ists and your destructionists come from your own 
midst. 


Primacy of the Consumer 


MUST confess that, like many others, I was 

much troubled by the word “productiviza- 
tion”. I had no clear idea of what was in the 
minds of those who were using it to signify a pro- 
gram of self-transformation for Jews in and out 
of Palestine until I heard Goldie Myerson’s hymn 
to “the dignity of labor”, and observed the glow 
of approval on the faces of the good friends and 
comrades who were listening. Now these friends 
and comrades are Jewish intelligentzia; they are 
white-collar intellectuals—and between intellectu- 
ality and intelligence there is no necessary con- 
nection—an article of whose faith it is to glorify 
“labor”. Neither their doctrine nor their disci- 
pline need be representative of the feelings and 
hopes and vision of the blue-shirt worker, the 
hewer of wood and drawer of water who does 
the actual dirty work of the world. And our one 
authentic spokesman for the manual laborer, 
Joseph Schlossberg, expressed views which con- 
trast sharply with those of our labor moralists 
and intellectuals. He spoke the first realistic word 
about labor I have heard at this conference. He 
made two points. One is that manual labor as 
a laborer’s experience is by no means what those 
who know it only through doctrine and propa- 
ganda imagine it is. His second point was that 
Jewish employers hesitate to employ Jews 
because Jewish workers are apt to demand better 
treatment than non-Jewish workers. 

These points are the keys to the development 
of a realistic ideal and program concerning labor 
—not only among us Jews but throughout indus- 
trial society. The doctrine of the dignity of labor 
is not a laborer’s doctrine; it is a non-laborer’s 
doctrine. It does not express the workingman’s 
feeling and judgment; it’represents the humani- 
tarian intellectual’s ideal. It is a dogma of faith, 
not, save very exceptionally, an event in experi- 
ence; and this faith, like all faiths, contains a 
large measure of self-deception. If we are suc- 
cessfully to build a free and just Jewish Home- 
land, it is necessary to be realistic regarding our 
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faiths also. In terms of the historic and social 
realities, labor never had any “dignity”. The 
Bible makes it ‘the sequel of a curse; the classic 
tradition of Plato and Aristotle to which the Bible 
was ultimately gleichgeschaltet, finds “dignity” in 
leisure only. This Hebraic-Hellenistic consensus 
expresses the feelings of the average worker; they 
contradict what his sympathizers and would-be 
liberators affirm. No actual workingman works 
in order to go on working. Even the heroic young 
Jewish intellectuals and white-collarites who in 
Palestine voluntarily assume the role of laborers 
and endeavor, as they say, to “proletarianize” or 
to “productivize” themselves, work for the sake 
of a time when they will be able to stop working. 

This time may be dimly-imagined; as a motive 
it may be an obscure feeling; as a desire it may 
be repressed and denied. But it is an ever-present 
psychic force and it mixes into every action and 
passion of the day’s routine, masked and distorted 
by an illusory philosophy of labor by which revo- 
lutionary idealism has rationalized itself these 
hundred years. In my youth I myself was an ex- 
ponent of this false philosophy of labor, which 
makes it the substance and measure of value, the 
principle of existence and the goal of life. But 
study and experience have made it clear to me that 
this philosophy is not an account of the facts but 
a denial, a contradiction of the facts, formulated 
in an attempt to justify the persistent struggles 
to change them which make up the democratic 
movements of the last hundred years. And it 
has become clear to me that the movements are 
weakened far more than they are strengthened 
by such an illusory philosophy. 

It is better for our aspirations to the freedom 
and happiness of all men to acknowledge that 
labor never was and never can be an end in itself, 
that so long as an employment is felt and judged 
as labor, it is a means, a servile activity directed 
to goals it does not choose by methods it does not 
control. Everywhere, in the family, on the field, 
in the factory, in the trade-unions in the Soviet, 
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as in the army, there are those who define goals 
and control methods, and those who accept the 
definition; there are those who command and 
those who obey, those who serve and those who 
are served. The various forms of the democratic 
ideal of social organizations are endeavors to 
mitigate and dissolve this basic master-servant 
relation which is the backbone of every actual 
society history records: they are endeavors to 
wipe out the invidious distinction which the differ- 
ence between planning and laboring, ordering and 
obeying, serving and being served sets up between 
human beings. Our current exaltation of labor 
over leisure, of production over consumption, our 
ardors of “productivization’, ‘“proletarianiza- 
tion’, are all moved by the desire for that happy 
consummation. 

During the first years of my interest in the 
creation of a free Jewish society in Palestine I 
devoted a great deal of attention to the problem. 
I studied the theory and practice of the movements 
here and abroad whose aim was to liberate the 
multitudes from the servility with which all re- 
garded labor as identical, and from the subjection 
which the state of being a laborer carried with it. 
I came from these studies persuaded that the great 
reformers and revolutionaries who formulated 
the nineteenth century philosophies of liberation 
had been misled by their own lovingkindness; the 
Fourierists and the Marxists and others seemed 
to me to have gone in for a kind of new testament 
foot-washing; their glorification of labor was less 
an exaltation of the lowly, than a casting-down of 
those of high degree: they went down to the mul- 
titudes instead of drawing the multitudes up to 
themselves. Perhaps certain not too obscure feel- 
ings of envy and revenge reenforced this attitude. 

However, let the motives be what they may. 
They led to a view which gave production primacy 
over consumption and thus put the cart before the 
horse. The record shows that approach to the 
freedom and equality of men has been most lasting 
and successful in those countries where economic 
association has been accomplished on the basis of 
the primacy of the consumer. The standard of 
living of industrial society is everywhere higher 
than that of preindustrial times, but it is also 
higher than the conventional norm in those com- 
munities — industrial and agricultural alike— 
where the consumers’ cooperative movement has 
established itself permanently and powerfully. 
Just now we are hearing a great deal of Sweden 
and the other Scandinavian countries, but the most 
signal record is still that of England, the mother 
of Parliaments and the mother of this movement. 
Palestine has, of course, its own very interesting 
record of cooperative endeavor, but very little of 
it is based on the consumer and consumption, and 
none of it can be regarded as exactly successful 
and well-established. Too many of the producers’ 
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cooperatives are said still to be “earning a deficit” ; 
and all of them could profitably be examined from 
the standpoint of the primacy of the consumer. 

This, in my judgment is true of all economic 
establishments, including those of our own Ameri- 
ca. In terms of production our youth—Jew and 
Gentile alike—find themselves in a cul-de-sac, with 
no way out. They must learn to think of their 
lives and their livings in terms of the organiza- 
tion of consumption. They must seek, in place 
of the producer philosophy of revolution, a con- 
sumer philosophy of fulfillment, to adjust their 
theories of value, of personal development and 
economic organization to their actual natures in- 
stead of endeavoring to distort their natures into 
the shape required by their theories. Now by 
nature we are first and last consumers. We are 
born consumers: only the force of circumstances 
compels us to become producers; and we remain 
producers because we must, not because we wish 
to. The servility inherent in labor is due to this 
compulsion and some kinds of labor can never be 
freed from it. Those that can be and are, cease 
to be “economic” labor or production; they are 
called “play”, “creative work”, “art”, “liberal 
professions”, and with eating and drinking become 
consummatory forms of our lives. 

We all, even those of us who are most eloquent 
concerning “the dignity of labor’’, contrast these 
“liberal arts” with plain industrial and agricultural 
labor. We appreciate the former as somehow 
spiritual and intellectual, we deprecate the latter 
as manual and physical, and we automatically 
draw invidious distinctions between the two. It 
is dificult for a Marxist not to assume that an 
unskilled worker is an unintellectual and unedu- 
cated personality. And often enough, he is. The 
tendency is insuperable, whatever your sect or 
cult, to draw a moral and esthetic distinction in 
the human value of people who work merely with 
their bodies, like animals, and people who work 
laregly with their tongues, like rabbis, lawyers, 
professors and politicians. This distinction, too, 
goes with giving primacy to production. 

Now if our starting point were the primacy of 
the consumer, the distinction would reduce to a 
minimum. We should then know how to under- 
stand all employments as functions of personality 
and not personality as functions of employments. 
Employments would be realized in the perspec- 
tives of consumption; patterns not of earning a 
living but of fulfilling a life abundantly. We 
should come to accept the parity of all employ- 
ments, and establish this parity by means of an 
educational scheme which would set each in the 
cultural contexts and perspectives contributed by 
all. By what human or divine law is it inevitable 
that to be a Negro cook and to enjoy a demonstra- 
tion by Einstein or even a sermon by Edward 
Israel are mutually exclusive states? Or that any 
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physical occupation, whether the disposal of sew- 
age or the disposition of corpses, is incompatible 
with such perfection of personal culture as edu- 
cation can bring? There is none. Their sole 
ground is in certain preconceptions uncritically, 
and for the main part unconsciously, held. And 
the chief of these is the dogma of the primacy of 
production, with its separation of vocation from 
culture, occupation from personality. 


Certainly our paramount need in the United 
States is the abolition of this boundary, so that 
every laborious act may be penetrated through 
and through with the values of leisure, and all 
vocation transfigured by the culture that comes to 
a focus in it. If any dignity, actually in fact and 
feeling, accrues to labor, it is by such a suffusion 
and transfiguration. But these can happen only 
as we think of ourselves first and last as consumers 
and suffuse all production with the consummatory 
purposes and perspectives that are its origin, its 
support and its goal when it is free and not co- 
erced. The growing and eating of potatoes, or 
what you will; become spiritual instead of physical 
activities in the degree that they are thus apper- 
ceived. And so with the entire body of occu- 
pations. There is none so mean that the consum- 
matory vision cannot purify and exalt. 


_The development and transmission of this 
vision as doctrine and as discipline is the chief 
task in the education of free members of a free 
society. It is the task of education the world 
over, and in Palestine particularly. There, pre- 
cisely because intellectuals, tradespeople, verbali- 
zers, have envisioned “productivization”, “prole- 
tarianization” as a religious duty, as the very es- 
sence of their Zionism, it is necessary to realize 
the primacy of the consumer, the imperativeness 
of consumer cooperation, and the invidiousness of 
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the distinction between manual and non-manual 
labor, whether it be the traditional ones favoring 
the “liberal arts” or the revolutionary ones glori- 
fying the unskilled. Precisely because to so many 
“‘productivization”, “prolearianization’”’, come as 
a passionate urgency, as the dogma of a fanatic 
faith, it calls for a sanitary scepticism, constant 
checking and revision for the purpose of healthy 
growth. For “productivization” can be only an 
instrument not a goal. Listening to our com- 
rades from Palestine and to our American fellow- 
workers, I seemed to sense a mood of old-time 
religion, of that tendency to idolize our instru- 
ments which is inveterate in our human nature, and 
which befools the most alert of us. Only a per- 
sistent and realistic scepticism of the instrument 
can neutralize the constitutional disposition to 
idealize and idolize the instrument. And our 
Palestine is greatly in need of this scepticism. It 
is dangerous to the free society which is our hope 
for Palestine so to golirfy labor as to subject life 
to the permanent bondage of labor. It is danger- 
ous so to glorify agriculture as to insist on its 
practice regardless of its consequences. To no 
small extent Jews, especially Zionist Jews, espe- 
cially Zionist Jews moved by deep humanitarian 
passions and indoctrinated with socialist doctrines 
are apt to fall unnecessarily into both dangers. 
For having little experience and less tradition of 
either physical labor or agriculture, they are at- 
tracted to both as the rich man is attracted to 
hardship. Is not the rich city-dweller’s vacation 
a month of physical hardship in the wilds? Such 
is the passion for “labor” of the world’s intellec- 
tuals, of whom our Jewish ones are not the least 
important nor least expressive. Labor there must 
be, and in Jewish Palestine particularly. But let 
us beware lest, without our knowing, it make a 
slave of life. 


Halutz Problems in America 


THE purpose of the Palestine Productivization 

Conference, as I understood it, was a two- 
fold one: It was intended to clarify theoretical 
problems and work out practical suggestions for 
the promotion of productivization work for Pal- 
estine in this country—work best known as Hak- 
shara and the Hechalutz movement. 

This particular Conference was called neither to 
convince anybody of Zionism nor to convince any- 
body of the necessity of radical changes in the 
Jewish life of Diaspora, particularly in America. 
The object was to achieve theoretical unity, to 
formulate a point of view that would enable us 
to regard both Palestine and Galut activities as 
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the outcome of a single cause, the peculiar situa- 
tion of world Jewry in modern times. We need 
to prove to ourselves that, theoretically and prac- 
tically, work done for or in Palestine is important, 
creative, and serves as a factor among all other 
efforts to change Jewish life in Diaspora. We 
must liquidate the misconception which mechanic- 
ally sets up Palestine and Diaspora work as 
though they were two distinct, separate entities. 

Palestine is not a caprice of Jewish life. The 
upbuilding of Palestine does not result from arti- 
ficial political propaganda. In general, Palestine 
is not an accident, but a logical result of the situa- 
tion in which the Jews throughout the world find 
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themselves. Palestine may occupy a special posi- 
tion in world Jewry, but it can only be understood 
as an organic part of it. 

Since Palestine is part and parcel of Jewish 
life, it faces and solves the same fundamental 
problems as are engendered today by the social, 
economic, and political exigencies of Jewish life 
the world over. Of course, different ways and 
means will be employed in solving the problem 
through Palestine. Whereas in Palestine, we are 
making a tremendous effort to build up, for the 
first time, a Jewish society unhampered by ghetto 
restrictions, the changes in Jewish life in Diaspora 
will necessarily be limited to readjustment to the 
non-Jewish society that surrounds it. 

Productivization is the most important problem 
confronting world Jewry. Zionism is the move- 
ment which, in striving to effect a comprehensive 
solution to the Jewish problem in all its aspects, 
has succeded in assigning to productivization its 
properly significant place in the general scheme 
for the regeneration of Jewish life. But it would 
be as equally wrong to exaggerate productiviza- 
tion as the chief objective of the Jewish problem 
as it would be to reduce Zionism to the level of 
merely another productivization movement. 

Since, however, productivization does enjoy 
generic importance in all movements that propose 
to solve the Jewish problem, it has become a cri- 
terion whereby the efficacy of these movements 
may be measured. Attempts to solve the Jewish 
problem have been made through Palestine, 
through the Soviet Union, and through the ORT 
in other countries of Diaspora. 

Zionism alone, of all these, understood tein 
the outset that productivization would be suc- 
cessful only when connected with a vision of 
national and social redemption. Soviet Russia 
wanted to solve its Jewish problem on the basis 
of pure productivization. The material results, 
though quite successful, not only failed to excite 
the imagination of the Jewish masses, but they 
brought in their wake a large wave of assimila- 
tion. This was accompanied by a huge mass sen- 
timent of dissatisfaction that compelled the Soviet 
authorities to connect their productivization efforts 
in behalf of the Russian Jewish masses with a 
national vision, namely, the upbuilding of an au- 
tonomous Jewish republic in Biro-Bidjan. Lim- 
ited in scope both culturally and nationally to but 
one section.of world Jewry, this movement has 
failed to inspire the broad Jewish masses in other 
countries as has Zionism. But Russia has also 
proved by its example that mere productivization 
cannot advance very far. 

In Poland and other countries, the ORT 
worked hard to introduce Jewish youth to con- 
cepts of work and the pursuit of trades. What 
was the result? It told people to work, taught 
them how to work, but could not obtain places for 
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them to work in. The result is’ that people, 
trained by the ORT for adjustment i in the Galut, 
have entered Hechalutz in Poland in order to 
get to Palestine. The ORT never wanted to and 
never could create a movement with enough vision 
to accomplish great things, 

The experience of the countries we have men- 
tioned teaches that there will be no successful pro- 
ductivization movement in America if it fails to 
attach itself to some broader ideal involving the 
total emancipation of Jews. When people, in an 
effort to disprove this, come and say that there 
are Jewish farmers in America, that a productivi- 
zation movement is flourishing here without trail- 
ing after some loftier ideal, our answer is that 
the existence of this movement should not lead 
us astray. It is a movement which began in 
Europe. Its results have been’ far from satisfac- 
tory. What we have in America is the end of a 
movement that began elsewhere, not the beginning 
of a new one. These colonies no matter how pros- 
perous have not attracted American Jewish youth. 
Unless we can create in America a Jewish youth 
movement through Hakshara for Eretz Israel, 
we will achieve no productivization of youth. 

One cannot discuss productivization on the 
basis of economics and statistics alone. Arithmet- 
ical proof that the professions are overcrowded 
and should not be sought as the pathway to careers 
will not make a profound impression on most Jew- 
ish young people in America. My observation 
has been that their reaction to such “pursuasion” 
is wholly negative. They will resent not the ab- 
normal structure of Jewish life, but the fact that 
they are victims of discrimination. A Jewish boy 
or girl, upon being told that it is his or her duty 
to restore balance to Jewish life by entering the 
working class, will counter with the charge that 
such a demand is un-American. Presumably one 
has the same right as other Americans to choose 
a profession regardless of race or creed. Statis- 
tics may be valid proof of the objective situation, 
but they cannot serve as the persuasive medium of 
the direct, personal approach to the American 
Jewish youth on the Jewish problem. That is 
why any productivization movement in this coun- 
try today must be based upon the personal, cul- 
turally creative challenge which modern Zionism 
and the Histadrut present to the American Jew- 
ish boy and girl. Here lies the significance of 
Palestine’s influence on the Diaspora. 

We cannot analyze these matters properly in 
Germany, where external conditions are decisive 
in everything; nor more so in Poland, where the 
same situation prevails. But in America, where 
such external conditions are only dormant and 
exert as yet no compulsion upon the individual, 
we can analyze in simple fashion how Palestine 
may have a positive influence: Palestine offers the 
idea of productivization to the Jews of America 
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in the form of a creative phenomenon rather than 
in response to the negative pressure of external 
circumstances. Labor Palestine represents the 
highest expression of that breadth of national and 
social vision required to give impetus and direc- 
tion to a successful productivization movement. 

Let us see the practical side of the problem. 
Hechalutz today is a comparatively small organi- 
zation in America. It numbers approximately 500 
members. But we must deal with this number not 
as with completed facts but as with a symbol of 
potentialities. For it is significant that so small 
an organization has compelled the attention of 
many important circles, culminating in the Con- 
ference. Yet it would not be truly accurate to 
assert that this is the actual number of persons 
devoted to the Halutz ideal in America, because 
there are also youth movements in America whose 
chief purpose is to educate children from the age 
of eleven years and up in pioneering. All these 
organizations — Gordonia, Hashomer Hatzair, 
Young Poale Zion Alliance—taken together, con- 
stitute a very important and wider American peri- 
phery. 

But after all, we are still at the beginning. 
There are no channels leading us directly to Jew- 
ish youth, no established ways of reaching it. 
No matter how well our Zionist youth organiza- 
tions work, no matter how well Hechalutz func- 
tions, the fact remains that they are generally 
unknown. The way from: organized, active Zion- 
ist life to Jewish youth, to Jewish schools, to the 
Hebrew schools, to the young people’s leagues is 
cut off, closed. We cannot seem to get through. 
For the past twenty-five years, Jewish education 
in this country was unconnected with whatever 
Jewish life crystallized here. Jewish youth is to- 
day not assimilated but isolated. It has never 
heard of our activities. One of the important 
problems we must solve is how to build connecting 
roads from the broad highway of Jewish life to 
the Jewish schools, centers, and homes. The fact 
is that not a single political leader of American 
Zionism or of other parties can be said to come 
in actual contact with Jewish youth, with the broad 
masses of the Jewish public. This has become the 
virtual monopoly of our young rabbis and center 
executives. 

What the Halutz movement requires of Amer- 
ican Jewish community leaders is aid in laying 
these connecting roads. That is the task which 
has been left to them by the Conference. We 
need a large Halutz movement in America, for 
Zionism, for Palestine. There can and will be no 
Zionist movement in America without a Halutz 
movement. To us it should be occasion for pride 
that we can come to Jewish youth with a concep- 
tion of Halutziut which does not offer merely a 
means of escape from adversity. We do not want 
people to come to us for refuge. We want them 
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to come to us as to a new source of creative power 
leading them to a new way of life, to a new source 
of joy in national and social resurgence. 

Twenty percent of the Hechalutz membership 
in this country, about one hundred people, is to 
be found on the three Hechalutz Hakshara farms: 
near Freehold, New Jersey; Liberty, New York 
(Hashomer Hatzair) ; and Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota. What objectives did we see before us in 
establishing these three farms? What problems 
confronted us? There was the question of how 
best to utilize the superior facilities offered by 
the technique of America’s industrial development. 
There were many who thought, and still think, 
that instead of directing our people into agricul- 
ture we ought to take advantage of American 
possibilities, as well as of personal inclinations, 
by sending halutzim to trade schools and factories 
to learn modern technology, mechanics, and skilled 
labor. Let this be clear: we hold no briefs against 
industry, and see everything in its favor. But 
neither are we opposed to the presence of doctors 
and lawyers in Palestine. The question that each 
Hechalutz branch poses for itself is: Where is 
the greatest amount of effort required? Is a Jew- 
ish technician harder to produce than a farmer? 
And is it harder to maintain a farmer or city 
worker in Palestine? The answer is simple. We 
go to agriculture because the country needs it at 
the present stage of its development. Palestine 
is a land that is being colonized. The only atti- 
tude with which it can be approached is that of 
confronting things ip their true light, good or bad. 
We are glad to have prosperity in the country, 
even though we would have guided it somewhat 
differently. But we will remain there even in the 
face of depression. We want workers who will 
strive to enjoy whatever work they are doing but 
who will be prepared to perform any work that 
is necessary whether they enjoy it or not. 

We are also in need of workers who are ready 
to enter into cooperative life. Important instru- 
ments of Zionist colonization in Palestine, they 
are more important the harder the situation be- 
comes. Its social and economic advantages make 
cooperative colonization especially adaptable to 
the conditions of Zionist colonization. That is 
why we must train our youngsters for cooperative 
forms of living. This is particularly needed by 
the American youngster who lives in the tradition 
of “rugged individualism.” Our first problem, 
in this connection, was to base the social life on 
our farms on collective forms parelleling those 
of the Palestine Kibbutz movement. Even though 
we must introduce into these farms the most ad- 
vanced technique possible, the most superior theo- 
retical and practical studies, we always stress this 
point: that the development to be undergone by 
the Halutz in training on the farms will be such 
as to enable him to experience favorable and un- 
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favorable periods of Palestinian development. We 
want him to go to Palestine organically a part 
of it. Today, it is still difficult to get young Amer- 
ican Jews to go to Palestine on the basis of this 
unconditional attachment. 

To create all this, we have need not only for 
sympathy but for insight into the principle that 


Mr. Noah, Ararat, 


FEW KNOW that the Jewish state was “re- 

vived, renewed and re-established under the 
auspices of the United States government” at 
Grand Island near Buffalo, as recently as 1825. 
In that year, “the ancient but wealthy” people of 
Israel was urged to find asylum in the verdant 
territory selected, and build up an independent 
Jewish nation in the State of New York. The 
moving spirit behind this exuberant enterprise was 
no harmless crackpot with Messianic delusions, 
but a leading politician, diplomat and journalist of 
his period—Mordecai Manuel Noah. That the 
gentleman was no anaemic visionary but a man 
of parts, may be gathered from the encomium of 
a contemporary: Noah was “learned not only in 
the Jewish and civil law, but in the ways of the 
world at large, and particularly in the faith and 
politics of ‘Saint Tammany’.” With such a pa- 
tron-saint, a man may wander but cannot go far 
astray. 

George Washington is supposed to have danced 
at the wedding of Mordecai Noah’s parents, pos- 
sibly as a delicate tribute to Noah senior’s services 
in the general’s army. At any rate, Noah came 
of good revolutionary stock, his father being 
Manuel Noah of Charleston, S. C., and his mother 
Zipporah Phillips of Philadelphia. Noah’s an- 
cestors, originally refugees from the Spanish In- 
quisition, settled in Georgia in 1733. Only by 
reserving a cabin on the Mayflower could his fore- 
bears have ensured a more impeccable American 
background for the Noah who was born in Phila- 
delphia in 1785. Yet despite the irreproachable 
character of his connections, and his own emi- 
nently successful career, Noah worried about the 
Jews. He worried himself, he worried several 
American presidents, and, above all, he worried 
his fellow-Hebrews who viewed his philo-Semitic 
preoccupations with more misgivings than grati- 
tude. 

Noah early displayed the versatility and energy 
which was to make him not only the founder and 
editor of a number of important Democratic news- 
papers, but Consul, Judge, High Sheriff of New 
York County, playwright, essayist—not to men- 
tion his periodic excursions into the dizzier alti- 
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it can arise only on the basis of a great ideal, that 
of Labor Palestine, of labor cooperation in Pal- 
estine. We are glad to know that this coincides 
with the general need of Jewry for productiviza- 
tion. But this is not only productivization. It is 
the highest expression of self-emancipation among 
our people. 


U.S.A. 


tudes of prophecy and Jewish state-building. By 
1811, his reputation as editor and sound party- 
man was sufficiently well-established to secure for 
him the appointment of American Consul to Riga- 
Russia, an,appointment which he rejected because 
it afforded too limited a scope for his talents. In 
1813, however, President Madison appointed him 
Consul for the city and kingdom of Tunis. This 
diplomatic post he accepted, presumably with alac- 
rity, particularly because he wished to secure au- 
thentic information about the Jews in Barbary. 
The specific mission of the 28-year old consul was 
to negotiate the release of an American crew from 
Salem which had been captured by Algiers. 

In Tunis, Noah despatched his official duties 
with such zeal that he became leader of the for- 
eign consuls stationed there. In fact so high did 
he haul the honor of the stars and stripes, that an 
Italian merchant sought protection with him from 
the Bey. When the outraged ruler threatened to 
send twenty mamelukes to cut the Christian to 
pieces unless surrendered by the American Consul, 
Noah so successfully defied the Bey and his jani- 
zaries that the potentate retracted all sentiments 
injurious to both Noah and the Italian. As Noah 
modestly puts it: “Having confirmed the rights 
and privileges due to the American consulate, and 
defeated the intrigues of these rogues, I returned 
to Tunis triumphant.” 

Besides keeping the escutcheon of the American 
consulate unstained, Noah found time to study 
the habits of the local Jewish population. The 
fruits of these researches he embodied in “Travels 
in England, France, Spain and the Barbary 
States”, published in 1819, and supposedly the 
first travel book by an American. On the 700,000 
Barbary Jews he had occasion to comment that 
despite all their handicaps, ‘‘yet with all this ap- 
parent oppression, the Jews are the leading men.” 
They were the principal mechanics, heads of the 
custom-house, merchants, keepers of the Bey’s 
jewels, and furthermore, “the little known of arts, 
science and medicine is confined to the Jews.” 

His special task of freeing enslaved Americans 
he apparently executed with more enthusiasm than 
discretion. He was accused of having exceeded 


® by Marie Syrkin 











roe eee GMP 7 REET EK 


Bets 


PEE LP LILI I aT Ee A raivcialomme ats ’ 


ee se 


hi 
eee er eet 


re Sree aoe aie ie 


so es news 





30 


instructions by spending more funds for the re- 
demption of the crew than his budget warranted. 
In the midst of his triumphs over the Bey and 
his mamelukes, he was suddenly recalled by a 
letter which bears quotation: 


April 25, 1815 


“At the time of your appointment as Consul at 
Tunis, it was not known that the religion which you 
profess would form any obstacle to the exercise of 
your consular functions, Recent information, however, 
on which entire reliance may be placed, proves that 
it would produce a very unfavorable effect. In con- 
sequence of which the President has deemed it expedi- 
ent to revoke your commission. 

(Signed) James Monroe’ 


In the course of his travels, Noah had had 
occasion to observe the disabilities under which 
foreign Jews labored. That a 100% Yankee Jew 
whose father had served with Washington should 
have his “religion” offered as a reason for recall 
was a blow to which he gave expression in many 
indignant and eloquent pages. He returned to 
the United States, secured a complete vindication 
of his excess expenditures in the noble cause of 
freeing American seamen, and began to ponder 
more subjectively on the peculiar status of Jewry: 

The completeness of Noah’s political vindica- 
tion may be gauged from the number of political 
offices he subsequently held. Yet, somehow, most 
of his achievements ended on a note of misadven- 
ture. When he was elected High Sheriff of New 
York County—an occasion which elicited the in- 
evitable lament from the local patriots—‘“pretty 
pass for a Jew to hang a Christian” and to which 
he retorted neatly enough, “Pretty Christian, for- 
sooth, who deserves hanging’’—imprisonment for 
debt was still permitted. An epidemic of yellow 
fever was raging in New York. When it broke 
out in the Debtor’s Jail, Noah threw open the 
doors and generously urged the debtors to save 
themselves. This they proceeded to do, leaving 
Noah responsible for a grand total of $200,000 
in debt which he paid out. The loss was never 
made good to him. But Noah’s quixotic act did 
not prevent some clergymen from considering the 
Yellow Plague a just visitation from heaven be- 
cause New York had chosen a Jew for Sheriff. 

The citizens of New York gave him a benefit, 
producing one of his patriotic dramas, “‘The Siege 
of Tripoli”. The house was packed, netting the 
beneficiary several thousand dollars, but the the- 
atre promptly took fire as the curtain rang down 
on the first performance, and Noah, characteris- 
tically enough felt duty-bound to give the entire 
proceeds to the cast who had lost all their cos- 
tumes in the blaze. 

Though Noah had several dramatic hits to his 
credit,—‘‘The Grecian Captive” and “She Would 
Be a Soldier” were well thought of in their day— 
he did not attach undue weight to his career as a 
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playwright. Writing to Dunlop, a leading drama- 
tist of the period, he admitted, in a passage which 
offers a fair example of his epistolary style, ‘“‘my 
line, as you well know, has been in the more rug- 
ged paths of politics, a line in which there is 
more fact than’ poetry, more feeling than fiction.” 

Noah’s most telling dramatic moments were 
those in which he was the chief protagonist. It 
would take a good comedian to better Noah’s 
famous encounter with his father. Noah had left 
home in early boyhood. One day he spotted a 
vaguely familiar face in a crowd. Inquiring after 
the stranger’s name, he was told, ‘Mordecai 
Noah.” “Then you are my father,” cried the 
happy son in belated filial recognition. And it 
would take a very reckless melodramatist to im- 
prove on the following occurrence. Noah walking 
about town on a winter day, saw a little girl alone 
in the cold. He took the child into a neighboring 
store, fed her, warmed her, and upbraided the 
hard-hearted public. A crowd gathered, among 
whom stood a notorious gambler known to Noah. 
The gambler was so affected by Noah’s behavior 
that he worthwith adopted the child. Noah kept 
surveillance over her fate and in time the maiden 
married with a $40,000 dowry. 

After he was appointed Judge of the Court Ses- 
sions, his alarmingly active conscience made him 
resign because he could not bear to judge a mem- 
ber of Congress, a former acquaintance, who was 
up for forgery. 

How with these singularities and niceties of 
behavior, Major Noah managed to prosper as 
well as he did is testimony to the essential good 
sense of his character. He had his moments of 
being Don Quixote. He could climb on Rosinante 
and sally forth on strange adventures, but he 
knew when to dismount. He might get a little 
battered but he was never irretrievably lost among 
windmills. 

Probably no aspect of his career afforded richer 
opportunities for the display of his peculiar gifts 
of temperament than his classic venture to solve 
the Jewish problem. Perhaps President Madison's 
little note in the Tunis days had set him thinking. 
Apparently he imparted his difficulties to the 
brighter lights of the Republic. A letter from 
Thomas Jefferson, which he received in 1818, de- 
plores religious intolerance as it affects ‘“‘your 
sect”. John Adams was even more helpful. Some 
of his best friends were Jews, or as he put it: “I 
have had occasion to be acquainted with several 
gentlemen of your nation and transact business 
with some of them, whom I found to be men of 
as liberal minds as much honor, probity, generos- 
ity and good breeding as any I have known in 
any sect of religion or philosophy.” 

Nor was John Adams content with this blanket 
approval. He nurtured prouder hopes for Jewry 
than even Noah dared dream. “I really wish the 
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Jews again in Judea an independent nation... 
once restored to an independent government and 
no longer persecuted they will soon wear away 
some of the asperities and peculiarities of their 
character, possibly in time, become liberal Uni- 
tarian Christians.” Noah’s reply to the kindly 
suggestion that the Jews return to Judea for the 
purpose of becoming “‘liberal Unitarian Christ- 
ians’ has unfortunately not been preserved for 
posterity. 

But before shipping the Jews to Judea, whether 
to fulfill John Adams’ ingenuous Messianic fan- 
cies or more traditional Jewish visions, Mordecai 
Noah conceived the notion of establishing a Jew- 
ish state in New York, which would serve as a 
training-ground for the eventual return to Pales- 
tine. For his project he chose Grand Island, a 
beautifully wooded island on the Niagra River, 
equally distant from Lake Erie and the Falls. 
He was actuated in his choice by the most practical 
considerations. He foresaw commercial develop- 
ment for his site due to its strategic location near 
the Great Lakes, the Erie Canal and Niagra Falls. 
He did not hesitate to assure the world that 
Grand Island “is preeminently calculated to be- 
come in time the greatest trading and commercial 
depot in the new and better world.” Being no 
idle dreamer, he persuaded a friend, Samuel Leg- 
gett, to purchase 2,555 acres which would form 
the nucleus of the city of Ararat to be founded 
by Noah on Grand Island. He began to herald 
his intentions through his own paper, the ‘‘Na- 
tional Advocate’’, inviting world-Jewry to estab- 
lish the Jewish state under the protection of the 
American flag. Undaunted by either ridicule or 
apathy, he and his friend, A.-B. Seixas, set forth 
for Buffalo, than a village of 2,500 souls, to sol- 
emnize so historic an occasion. A corner-stone 
with the following inscription was prepared: 


A city of refuge for the Ararat Jews, founded by 
Mordecai Manuel Noah, in the month of Tishri, Sep- 
tember, 1825, in the 50th year of American Inde- 
pendence. 


The ceremony struck a few unexpected snags. 
As no boats could be procured to transport the 
celebrants to Grand Island, the laying of the 
corner-stone of the Jewish city of Ararat had to 
take place in an Episcopal Church in Buffalo, 
which generously offered its hospitality. There 
on September 2nd, 1825, the foundation ceremony 
was held. “The Buffalo Patriot Extra” published 
an account of these singular proceedings, penned 
by none other than Noah himself. ‘The revival 
of Jewish government under the protection of the 
United States, after the dispersion of that ancient 
and wealthy people for nearly 2,000 years”? was 
not lacking in pomp and circumstance. There 


was a procession consisting of military, citizens, 
civil officers, State officers in uniform, stewards, 
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apprentices, Masons, Senior and Junior Deacons, 
corn, wine, oil, globes, a plumb, a compass—all 
finally culminating in the Judge of Israel, in black, 
wearing Judicial robes of crimson silk—none other 
than Noah himself. So accoutred, Noah announ- 
ced that “I, Mordecai Emanuel Noah, citizen of 
the United States of America, late Consul of the 
said states to the city and kingdom of Tunis, High 
Sheriff of New York, Counsellor at Law, and by 
the grace of God, Governor and Judge of Israel, 
have issued this my proclamation announcing to 
the Jews throughout the world than an asylum is 
prepared and hereby offered to them where they 
can enjoy that peace, comfort and happiness which 
have been denied them through ignorance and mis-. 
government of former ages.” Nor did Noah con- 
fine himself to an invitation. In his role of Judge 
of Israel, he ordered that a census be taken of 
all world Jewry to facilitate the emigration of 
the young and enterprising; he levied a capitation 
tax of three shekels in silver on every Jew; and 
amid a host of other directions, prudently abol- 
ished polygamy among the Jews of Asia and 
Africa. He enjoined all the luminaries of Israel, 
such as the Grand Rabbis of Paris, Bordeaux, and 
London, and the Herren Drs. Gan and Professor 
Zunz of Berlin, to carry out these instructions. 

After the reading of this proclamation, Noah, 
divested of his costume, returned to New York. 
The corner-stone lay outside the church for some 
time. It finally landed among the curios of the 
Buffalo Historical Society. 

Noah is believed never to have set foot on 
Grand Island. The laying of the corner-stone in 
an Episcopal Church in Buffalo both opened and 
closed the Ararat chapter. A less sanguine man 
would have been disheartened by the storm of 
protest and ridicule evoked by his single-handed 
efforts to arrange a happier destiny for Jewry, 
but Noah did not surrender his attempt to solve 
the Jewish question. 

In 1837 we find him lecturing on “The Eviden- 
ces of the American Indians being the descendants 
of the Lost Tribes of Israel” and suddenly mak- 
ing his strange anthropological discoveries a point 
of departure for stating his belief that: 

“Under the cooperation and protection of Eng- 
land and France, this re-occupation of Syria within 
its old territorial limits is at once reasonable and 
practicable.” 

“From the Danube, the Dniester, the Ukraine 
Wallachia and Moldavia the best of agriculturists 
would revive the former fertility of Palestine.” 

And in 1844 came his famous “Discourse on 
the Restoration of the Jews.” 

When one remembers that one purpose of 
Ararat was to qualify the Jews for “‘the great and 
final restoration to their ancient heritage’, one 
is not surprised to discover that Noah’s American 
territorialism winds up in pure Zionism. The 
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“Discourse’”’ is a weird document addressed to the 
gentile world whom he urges to aid in the pious 
task of restoration. His arguments are a mixture 
of rhetorical exhortation and shrewd political 
judgment. With charming impartiality he points 
both to the constellation of powers in the Near 
East and to the star of Bethlehem. On the one 
hand, “England must possess Egypt as affording 
the only secure route to her possessions through 
the Red Sea”; on the other hand, abandoning the 
crasser considerations of world diplomacy, the 
Christians had better help the Jews to fulfill the 
Messianic prophecies. Christians who believe in 
the Second Coming of Christ must arrange a suit- 
able reception, else where, cries Noah persuasively, 
is He tocome? Noah is grateful for all Christian 
interest in the temporal and eternal welfare of 
Israel. He is even grateful for the concern dis- 
played by the Society for Evangelizing the Jews, 
but these societies will best fulfill their duty, sug- 
gests Noah innocently, in view of their lack of 
success, by restoring the Jews to Zion in their 
unconverted state. ‘“The Second Advent, Christ- 
ians, depends on you.” And who better suited for 
this task than American Christians, descendants of 
the Pilgrims? 

Among the minor charms of the Discourse is 
an original interpretation of the 18th chapter of 
Isaiah, which cleverly indicates, according to 
Noah, that America was foreseen as the land 
which would aid in the restoration. No less en- 
trancing is Noah’s description of Palestine. ‘The 
climate is mild and salubrious”’, Noah assures his 
enraptured audience. All things bloom in profu- 
sion—wheat, barley, rye, corn, oats, the cotton 
plant. Tobacco grows on the mountains. De- 
lectable fruits such as oranges, figs, grapes, 
peaches, apples, plums, nectarines, flourish all over 
the place, and the coffee-tree, not to be outdone, 
“grows almost spontaneously.” 

Noah’s final plea, ‘Let the first movement for 
the emancipation of the Jewish nation come from 
this free and liberal country” probably made a 
greater impression on his gentile hearers, than 
his summons to Ararat did on the Jewish world. 
Most of Noah’s Jewish contemporaries viewed 
his struggle with the ‘“‘goluth” as a harmless odd- 
ity to be overlooked in an eminent writer and 
Tammany man. When he died in 1851, ‘The 
Asmonean” was moved to characterize him as “the 
most graceful paragraphist in the United States.” 
We must forgive the ““Asmonean”’ for this critical 
lapse, just as we must pardon the composer of 
the obituary for not knowing that he was writing 
of one of the most picturesque and original of 
Herzl’s precursors. 





The Jewish Frontier will print letters which are especially in- 
teresting and concise. It invites the contribution of new as 
well as accepted writers in prose and verse—and the work 
of artists. MSS must be accompanied by return postage. 
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_— years ago it was not uncommon to hear comments 
on the contrast between the militant labor struggles 
of the previous three decades and the passivity of labor in 
the years from 1923 on. Today news of strikes and strug- 
gles not only by well organized unions but by groups 
of workers in previously unorganized centers and indus- 
tries is an everyday occurrence. We are on the threshold 
of strikes even larger in scope, to be more bitterly fought 
than the ten major struggles from 1877 to 1934 in the 
basic industries described in Samuel Yellen’s ‘American 
Labor Struggles” (Harcourt Brace & Company, 1935). 
Of these ten only two ended in victory and of these one 
was but partial and the other, the Lawrence, Massachusetts, 
textile strike of 1912, left behind it no stable organization. 
The defeats, as American labor history today shows, were, 
however, not complete and final routs. In each of these in- 
dustries, except steel,—that is in coal, textiles, marine 
transport and railroads, unionism is well intrenched today. 

Since this Chronicle last appeared, events have been 
moving fast. Beginning east and going to the Pacific Coast, 
we had some weeks ago the settlement without strikes of 
major disputes in the New York dress and millinery in- 
dustry. This was the result of a remarkable showing of 
organized strength. Unfortunately, as an editorial else- 
where points out, these needle trades are now beset with 
the serious problem of “runaway shops” from the well 
unionized urban centers. 

As we go to press, the outcome of the strikes of building 
service employees still seems somewhat uncertain. These 
employees, hardly unionized two years ago, last year 
strategically began their campaign in the well-unionized 
garment center where they had the cooperation of the 
needle trades and from which they moved on to other areas. 
The recent strike included two groups: building service 
employees, mainly men, in apartment houses; and main- 
tenance employees in New York hotels. The hotel end 
of the strike received but little publicity perhaps because 
it was the smaller of the two struggles, involving 3000 
workers—as compared with tens of thousands in the former. 
Actually the hotel strike which brought out the chamber- 
maids, the most exploited of all workers’ groups, marked 
a milestone. These women had never been organized 
before and those who were forced to “live in” under unspeak- 


able conditions were especially unapproachable by union — 


organizers. Their struggle involves an employers’ group 
just as powerful and reactionary as the realty owners. The 
latter belonged to an association controlled by the banks and 
insurance companies and represented by Walter Gordon 
Merritt, a man who has devoted his life to breaking unions 
ever since the Danbury Hatters’ case at the turn of the 
century, The hotel association’s record is equally admir- 
able; it was the hotel owners who paid the legal bill for 
the fight of a laundry owner which resulted in a declar- 
ation of unconstitutionality for the Minimum Wage Law 
for Women in New York State. Powerful employers’ as- 
sociations, centered in Wall Street and the use of thugs 
and strikebreakers are not new phenomena in labor strug- 
gles. The anthracite coal workers experienced them in 
their first struggle of 1900 and 1902 and succeeded never- 
theless in building a strong union. Undoubtedly one 
factor in the hotel walkout was the decision on the 
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unconstitutionality of the Minimum Wage Law. Only a 
few months ago under this Law, a Board had recommended 
minimum wages for women and minors in hotels and 
restaurants which while meagre to the point of tragedy 
still represented an increase, Labor's despair with the 
legislative method was further increased when the none too 
generous unemployment insurance law of New York was 
also declared unconstitutional. 

In the New York building strike, we were treated to 
the spectacle of incipient middle class fascism through 
the comic opera activities of the wealthy lawyer who or- 
ganized a Tenants’ Defense League, It is also noteworthy 
that it was ex-Governor Miller who was employers’ coun- 
sel in the minimum wage case. As we move out from 
well organized New York these two factors loom even 
more significantly. In Akron, Ohio, the long strike in- 
volving 14,000 rubber workers was met first with the as- 
sertion by the employer that he would not recognize the 
union even if every worker were a member. Then followed 
futile federal mediztion; next talk of a general strike in 
Akron if the police mishandled the strikers who have or- 
ganized within the last few years. Now, finally, we hear 
of a Vigilantes’ Committee to be organized by an ex-mayor 
of Akron. 

If it can happen in New York and in Akron, it can 
certainly happen on the West Coast. Internal struggles in 
the seamen’s union are assuming major proportions. A 
strike of seamen on the Panama-Pacific liner “California” 
settled in headline fashion by Secretary of Labor Perkins 
on long distance telephone from Washington now assumes 
a mew aspect. Secretary of Commerce Roper wishes to 
have the striking seamen court-martialled for mutiny, al- 
though the liner was in port at San Pedro. ‘Mutiny on 
the Bounty” may soon be banned from the screen (as was 
Sinclair Lewis’ anti-fascist novel) for possibly aiding and 
abetting such actions by seamen. 

These developments indicate that the strength of a single 
union or a single locality no longer suffice; federal inter- 
vention not too often pro-labor, a nation-wide lining up 
of anti-labor forces are more apparent elsewhere than in 
New York, where sympathetic tenants, a pro-labor public 
and 850,000 organized workers hold the fort. In the 
face of these developments, organized labor and its friends 
watch with trepidation the outcome of the fight within 
the American Federation of Labor, crystallized in a num- 
ber of recent events, The Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L, turned down the offer of the Committee on In- 
dustrial Organization to raise $500,000 toward a fund 
three times as large for the organization of the steel in- 
dustry if the campaign were carried on along industrial 
union lines. When the Executive Council sent out its ap- 
peal to international unions for the raising of a $750,000 
fund, at least one of the international union presidents 
who is a member of the Committee raised the question 
of effective organization without jurisdictional disputes and 
divisions, The radio workers have been refused their 
request for an industrial union charter and have voted to 
accept no other. Other industrial union groups, on the 
other hand, have entered old craft line unions as auto- 
nomous federations. On the outcome of these develop- 
ments depends in part the decision as to whether the 
A. F. of L. membership will — one-eighth or more 
of the employed workers in industry and the services. 

Even if a larger proportion of the 25,000,000 wage 
earners were organized, the problem of the unemployed 
still remains. Recent A. F. of L. figures show an alarm- 
ing increase of almost a million unemployed in the last 
few months; subsequent studies attribute this to the length- 
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ening of hours in conjunction with increased per capita 
output in industry, At the same time the federal and 
local governments seem to be “cracking down” on relief 
and relief employment, A hopeful development is the 
recent admission of relief workers, along with state and 
city employees, to the American Federation of Government 
Employees and of relief workers in education to the Teach- 
ers’ Union, But the problem remains tremendous. 

Labor struggles temporarily took second place in the 
news with the recent developments in the European sit- 
uation. The two are not unrelated however; it is by now 
a commonplace that Mussolini started the Ethiopian war 
to relieve the pressure created by wide-spread unemploy- 
ment, that Hitler is seeking to divert the attention of 
hungry workers and of the dissatisfied peasantry. In a 
democracy such outlets must take subtler courses, but as 
Charles A. Beard has pointed out in bis summary of the 
disclosures of the Nye Senatorial Investigation, the method 
that finance capitalism took to meet unemployment and 
depression in the United States in 1914 ultimately involved 
us in the World War, the aftermath of which is the world 
depression. Recently in a number of localities, organized 
labor has taken the initiative in building a mass organiza- 
tion controlled by the trade union movement to combat 
war and fascism. Such organization cannot proceed too 
rapidly in the United States, if vigilantes’ committees, 
Liberty Leagues and other fascist groups often with the 
sanction and aid of public officials and strengthened by the 
war-making interests, are not to have the upper hand on 
“M-Day” when not only militarists but anti-labor forces 
will be unleashed. 
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NAZIDOM'S HELL-KITCHEN 


jie charge of Nazi anti-Semitism, of its brutality, its 
wide and insidious propaganda and of its war-prepara- 
tions is often met with the retort that all this is greatly “‘ex- 
aggerated”. The publication of two books*, here under scru- 
tiny, should confound such extenuating pleas. These thor- 
oughly documented compilations, based largely on Nazi 
sources and profusely illustrated with photographs, offer 
such overwhelming evidence as to make even some of the 
“exaggerations” appear as understatements. The reading of 
these books has been a gruelling and barbaric experience for 
me—in spite of the fact that I have been following the 
story of Nazi fiendishness closely. I had thought that read- 
ing such books as Henri’s Hitler Over Europe, of Dutt’s 
and Braun’s Fascism had steeled me. But this running ac- 
count of specific cases in all their horrible, sordid aspects 
brings the fact of the death-danger to civilization very, very 
near to one. These books tell the story of Nazidom’s hell- 
kitchen. 

The two volumes are parts of one integrated argument. 
The first deals with Jewish persecution in Hitlerland, the 
screen-technique for obscuring Hitlerism’s fundamental ob- 
jective: Aryan “coordination” for the purpose of a coordi- 
nated war for “Aryan” markets. The second describes the 
more direct Nazi way—that of infiltrating the world with 
Nazi ideology to create a kind of Brown International 
which is to gain support, in foreign countries, for its im- 
perialistic aims. 

I 


“The Yellow Spot” (‘Der Gelbe Fleck”)—the title is 
from the ghetto badge of the Middle Ages, a yellow spot 
on a black ground, revived by the Nazis—gives a detailed 
presentation of the terrorization and extermination of Jews 
from the boycott of April 1, 1935 through the cold legal 
and extra-legal boycotts that continued after that, on to the 
recent Nurenberg laws. The distinguishing characteristic 
of this anti-Semitism is that it is ordered, led and directed 
by the highest Nazi authorities and that the entire state- 
apparatus is employed to carry it out. In the course of this 
terror, Jews have been deprived of their honor, their de- 
cency, livelihood and their very physical existence. The 
Nurenberg laws have reduced Jews to pariahs. 

It is impossible to review, even by mere listing, the 
hundreds of individual and organized bestial acts committed 
by Nazi gangsterism under official guidance. Quoting from 
Nazi newspapers, the book recounts attacks in Berlin and 
elsewhere on April 1, 1935. It describes the horrible Hell- 
dorf-week in 1935 when, under Berlin’s notorious Nazi, 
assaults on Jews, the closing of shops, etc. continued unin- 
terruptedly. We read of Streicher’s “Stuermer” which 
characterizes the Jew as “embodied perversion” and which 
carries the most fantastic stories of ritual murders. The 
specialty of this court-pornographer is the theme of the 
Jews as “‘race-defiler”, whose religion prescribes sex-perver- 


*DER GELBE FLECK... Die ausrottung von 500,000 
Deutschen Juden, Mit einem Vorwort von Lion Feucht- 
wanger. Editions Du Carrefour, Paris 1936. — DAS 
BRAUNE NETZ. Wie Hitlers Agenten Im Auslande Ar- 
betien Und Den Kreig Vorbereiten. Editions Du Carrefour, 
Paris 1935. **THE BROWN NETWORK. Knight Pub- 
lications, Inc. $3.00. 








JEWISH FRONTIER 


® by Harry Slochower 


sions. The “Stuermer’’ has discovered that there is a Jew- 
ish murder-plot against the entire non-Jewish population. 
It ‘“‘cites” the Talmud to the effect that ‘every non-Jewess 
is a whore” and ‘“‘a non-Jewish girl over three years can be 
raped”. This paper is used by Nazi teachers in courses on 
“Race-Enlightenment’”! The book further relates the proc- 
ess by which Jews have been eliminated from industry, 
law, medicine, the university, the literary professions, jour- 
nalism, the radio and film, the theatre, music and science. 
It offers evidence of practices, such as the exclusion of 
Jewish children from milk distribution, the barring of sick 
Jews from hospitals and the like. Where they have not 
been literally exterminated, Jews are being degraded to the 
rank of helots. As Rabbi Joachim Prinz of Berlin put it: 
the ghetto of the German Jews is now widened to include 
almost the whole world. In the middle ages, the Jew was 
able to retreat somewhere after dark. Now, even such 
safety is being denied him. German Jews cannot get out 
of Germany, except by forfeiting almost all of their pos- 
sessions and they cannot stay and live. This is not due to 
“excesses” perpetrated by irresponsible individuals. No, 
it is coolly calculated, cynically considered murder by Ger- 
man Fascism of a defenseless minority. 

The book points out that the anti-Jewish movement 
serves a fourfold purpose; 1. The dismissal of Jews from 
positions is to ease the unemployment problem. 2. The cry 
of anti-Judaism covers up the failure to introduce the prom- 
ised socialism. 3. The attack on “Jewish” capital is to veil 
the fact that the entire Nazi-regime works to save Aryan 
monopoly capitalism. 4. Nazi monopoly capitalism needs 
the myth of a ‘“world-enemy”, to get up enthusiasm for 
war. The “All-Jude” serves this purpose, The account 
makes it clear that a peaceful rapprochement, such as Jakob 
Wassermann hoped for, is impossible, so long as Hitler- 
ism is in power. The compilers insist, however, on an- 
other important fact: The German people must not be 
identified with the hired Praetorian guard. A number of 
examples are cited of the contempt and the disgust with 
which Germans regard Nazidom’s practices, For the time 
being, the German people can only protest in silence. 


II. 


However, the Brown International is not directed only, 
or even primarily, against the Jew. While the Jewish issue 
serves to divert attention from the actual objectives, it is 
clear that the real enemy of Hitlerism is anybody and every- 
body who is anti-Fascist. To be anti-Nazi means to be 
opposed to Aryan nationalistic ambitions to conquer terri- 
tories to create a “Greafer-Germany’” (‘‘Gross-Deutsch- 
land”). “The Brown Network” (‘Das Braunne Netz’), 
now available in English translation,** gives an account 
of the monstrous spider’s web which Nazism is spreading 
throughout the whole world to create favorable public 
opinion for itself. Hitler indicated the means to be used 
in “My Battle”: “Through clever and persistent propaganda, 
people can be made to believe that heaven is hell and con- 
versely that the most miserable life is a paradise.” This 
is the “legal” method of the Nazi propaganda machine. 
Through it, the twenty-five to thirty-five million Germans 
abroad, are to be infiltrated with the Aryan idea. The Nazis 
have 40,000 clubs in various parts of the world, the most 
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important of which is the “Volksbund fuer das Deutsch- 
tum im Auslande” (‘V.D.A.”). The V.D.A. is in 
contact with 8,000 schools and teachers abroad. Fin- 
ances are provided partly by intimidation of and extortion 
from Germans who have relatives in Hitlerland. Deter- 
ding and other Fascist sympathizers are more willing con- 
tributors, Some two hundred and sixty-two million marks 
are spent yearly for this propaganda. Goebbels, aided by Nazi 
diplomatic representatives in the various countries, is in su- 
preme charge of this “legal” propaganda, The book describes 
the many uncanny ways used to penetrate clubs, churches, 
schools, sports, the newspapers etc. There is an illuminating 
account. of Nazi work with respect to whole countries or 
provinces. This consists in calling for “autonomy”, a kind 
of internal Nazi revolution. Such method is applied in 
Austria, Switzerland, parts of Czecho-Slovakia, in Alsace- 
Lorraine and even in French Brittany. England, which the 
Nazis rightly regard as the crucial factor in their imperial- 
istic aims, is flooded with Nazi pamphlets, Chains of 
smaller and larger newspapers are subsidized. In this country 
the Nazi-net is in charge of The Friends of the New Ger- 
many (now, after a number of splits, under the direction 
of Zahne). This organization has military units and a 
membership (in 1934) of 6,000. Through the Hapag 
and the German Lloyd, hundreds of agents are smuggled 
in. The German Railroads Information Office (headed by 
Ernst Schmitz) functions as one of the most important 
agents of this work. The Brown Network further reviews 
the report of the Dickstein Committee, as well as the ex- 
ploitation of the Hauptmann case as evidence of a Jewish 
ritual murder. It contains a list of names of the major 
Nazi agents in twenty-five countries. 

While Goebbels uses such “legal” means, the Gestapo 
employs illegal methods which are—to put it bluntly and 
accurately—terror, kidnaping and murder. The Gestapo 
has 25,000 agents abroad, under the control of Himmler 
and Heydrich. There is a special training school for such 
agents in Dahlem. The Gestapo keeps tabs on all German 
emigrants, anti-Nazis, as well as its own emissaries. The 
book describes cases where recourse is taken to burglary, 
spying, kidnaping and murder, The fates of Berthold 
Jacob and of Professor Lessing are two well-known illus- 
trations, Ludwig Lore (N. Y. Post, March 16) has just 
called attention to the attempted murder of Heinz Juerges 
in Chile, the sole surviving Nazi directly connected with 
the van der Lubbe Reichstag fire. The Gestapo uses wo- 
men in its espionage, especially non-Aryans! Indeed, the 
Nazi-regime can claim to have made murder an integral 
part of its foreign policy. 

Alfred Rosenberg, the “official philosopher” of Nazi- 
dom frankly states the final aim of all this: a Pan-Germanic 
nation to provide more “space”, to be won, if necessary, 
by war. And the land which is the first and foremost 
coveted territory is the Soviet Ukraine. Hence the feverish 
activity in the Baltic countries which are to be used as 
spring-boards against Russia. That this is now actually the 
foreign policy of Hitlerism became very clear in Hitler’s 
speeches at Berlin and Karlsruhe, in which he offered the 
“European” countries peace-plans, which included all but 
the Soviet Union. The Brown Network describes the work 
of the White Russian organizations, which now have their 
headquarters in Berlin. Here again, the identification of 
Jew and Communist serves as a preparatory slogan for war 
against the Soviet Union. 

While Nazidom is feverishly preparing for war, Hitler 
talks peace. Hitlerism’s characteristic device is to talk one 
way and act another and the opposite way. While twenty-five 
year aggression pacts are offered in the “most magnanimous 
spirit ever known,” German monopoly capitalism is forging 
the swords that are to be wielded within the next year or 
two to correct “bleeding frontiers’. The Nazi macabre 
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dream of “Grossdeutschland” (a map of which hangs in 
Rosenberg’s office) includes, among others, the following: 
Alsace-Lorraine, Switzerland, Austria, Luxemburg, South- 
Tyrol, the German part of Hungary, Croatia and Czecho- 
Slovakia, North Schleswig, Denmark, Sweden and Holland. 
This is Nazidom’s modest beginning at this particular 
stage, 

“Der Gelbe Fleck” and “The Brown Network” thus give 
a picture of the most carefully organized plan for the exter- 
mination of our European heritage. It is a monstrous 
Medusa-head, extending its poisonous tongues into all cor- 
ners of the world, stopping at no method to stifle the grow- 
ing mass-protest against Fascism, preparing for a “holy 
war” to enslave more territory for the benefit of its ruling 
monopoly class. The very heinous means used are evi- 
dence of its desperate state, To avert an inner explosion, 
Hitlerism is moving toward a war under the slogan 
“against Judea and Communism’. Actually, it is to be a 
war against the interests of the great masses of the world. 
But in the collision with the steel-wal# of the people’s front 
that is rapidly being formed everywhere, Hitler-Fascism 
will be shattered. 


GIVE BOOKS TO PALESTINE 


7 Histadrut maintains an extensive system of kinder- 
gartens, elementary, secondary and trade schools as 
well as classes for adults both in the cities and in the 
agricultural settlements. By reason of these widespread 
cultural activities and the intellectual avidity of most of the 
Halutzim, the available supply of essential books in the 
libraries of the Histadrut has been taxed to the limit. 
Moreover, the acquisition of new books is hampered by 
the limited funds which the Histadrut has at its disposal 
for educational purposes. Add to this a lack of good 
textbooks in the Hebrew language and the high prices of 
foreign books in Palestine and it becomes clear that the 
Histadrut’s educational institutions need books and need 
them urgently, 

In view of this situation, the Washington chapter of the 
League for Labor Palestine, has formulated a project for 
collecting basic works, in various subjects, to be forwarded 
to the Department of Education of the Histadrut. In 
answer to our inquiry, we received a communication from 
Mr. S. Yavneeli, head of the Department of Education of 
the Histadrut, which reads, in part, as follows: “We are 
in need of basic works in all branches of the natural sci- 
ences, particularly those dealing with agriculture. Works 
in education and basic textbooks in history, geography, 
and the social sciences are also greatly desired. We shall 
assemble the books that will be received in our schools, 
kvutzot and moshavei ovdim, for the use of our pioneering 
youth. These books will be particularly useful to our 
teachers and educators who are carrying out their difficult 
task with a shortage of basic works, which they may 
consult, May I add that we have just opened three 
intermediary schools for children graduated from ele- 
mentary schools, and they are especially in need of such 
books. We sincerely hope you and your friends will at 
once undertake this project, and we wish you all success. 
Please convey to your friends that great use will be derived 
from your undertaking.” 

Hence we issue a call to our friends and sympathizers 
everywhere to forward to us in Washington, D. C., at 
the address below, all works in their possession of the 
nature described above, irrespective of language. Should 
there be some transportation expense, which the donor 
may not be able to incur, we shall seek means to defray it, 
if the quality of the work warrants it. 

There should, we feel certain, be no lack of books. 
Constant readers of the Frontier and friends of Labor 
Palestine generally, whose college careers are behind them, 
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doubtless own textbooks and reference books in the sub- 
jects indicated for which they have no further use and 
which will prove very useful in Palestine. In this con- 
nection let us note that older editions of basic works may 
still be considered useful, in spite of subsequent revision. 

Readers of the Jewish Frontier and other friends of 
Labor Palestine can help in many ways to carry out the 
project. We shall propose only a few. (1) By sending 
books in their possession. (2) By inducing their friends 
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to do likewise. (3) By having local League chapters 
conduct benefit performances for the purchase of standard 
reference works. A case in point would be the acquisition 
of a set of the Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences. Further 
suggestions in connection with this project will be welcome. 


WASHINGTON BRANCH, LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 
Address: Mr. Joseph L. Rubin, 2707 Woodley Place, N.W., 
Washington, D. C. 


Presenting Eretz Israel 


"PATRIOTISM" PAYS? 


2 pew noble “‘patriots” of the Agudat Ha-Ikorim (Farm- 
ers’ Association) can usually be relied upon not to 
wink when they concoct a bit of buncombe ideology. Their 
recent brazen attempt to make the Yishuv (Jewish popu- 
lation) swallow the claim that they hire Arab labor from 
purely altruistic motives and not for such irrelevant causes 
as that Arab workers are cheaper or more exploited, con- 
stitutes only a single link in a series of exhibitions of ef- 
rontery. Their newest display of cheekiness consists in a 
pretense at lofty reasons for organizing a bank to be used 
as an instrument for advancing credit to grove-owners. After 
forming a committee to further the interests of that insti- 
tution, the Farmers’ Association actually issued circulars 

esting leading citizens to invest in the bank’s funds. 
Of course, they make their appeal not on the low grounds 
that such investment will prove lucrative. Base motives of 
mere money-profit are repulsive to the hard-fisted grove- 
owners. Therefore they cordially invite the Yishuv to con- 
tribute its savings for the higher patriotic reason that plac- 
ing money in the Association’s treasury will organize citrus- 
farming on a more solid footing and will further both 
Palestinian economy and Zionist aspirations. In brief, by 
the time the reader reaches the end of the circular, he is 
expected to have forgotten that to support the Farmers’ Bank 
means to support a group which refuses to hire Jewish labor 
and ne i i negates Zionism. The Association takes 
for granted that the public is always ready to be fooled by 
high falutin phraseology. It remains to be seen whether 
the Yishuv is really as gullible as the plantation owners 
would like it to be. 


ART OF MISREPRESENTATION 
4 ye game of misrepresentation is by no means monop- 
olized by the Farmers’ Association, The Arabic jour- 
nal, A’Diwa, knows how to play a few tricks of its own. 
Last month Arab workers picketed the district in Jaffa 
where the Histadrut is constructing three Government school 
buildings (Jaffa is the seaport contiguous to Tel Aviv and 
has—according to recent Jewish Agency statistics—a Jewish 
population of some 18,000). Jewish labor leaders de- 
tected in the method of picketing and in the studied pro- 
vocation to physical violence direct local Communist inter- 
vention. But that’s another story. The point important here 
is that at the very outset the Histadrut agreed to employ fifty 
percent of Arab workers. This decision was made in spite 
of the fact that Arab contracting bureaus when they obtain 
Government jobs do not hire-any Jewish workers. A’Diwa 
rose nobly to the occasion. The paper proceeded to label 
the whole picketing idea a Jewish invention and went on to 
declare that Arabs resorted to it only because the Histadrut 
refused to allow Arab laborers to participate in work going 
on in an Arab neighborhood. A’Diwa took care not to 
mention the 50/50 arrangement. It also failed to bring out 
the fact that Jewish picketing against employment of Arab 
labor has occurred only in Jewish enterprises financed by 
Jewish capital; that Jews have never picketed Arab or Gov- 


ernment enterprises. Similarly it did not explain that Arab 
pickets demanding the expulsion of all Jewish employees 
from Government works were stationed outside a Govern- 
ment building which is being constructed by funds largely 
contributed by Jewish tax-payers. For the present A’Diwa 
can get away with such perversion of facts among Arab 
readers because no Arab labor press exists. But eventually 
with the rise of a class-conscious Arab working class, this 
art of misrepresentation must collapse. 


COLLAPSE OF ILL-WILL 
ie renga many attempts at fomenting hatred 
do go amiss. Thus in Bethlehem a group of Arab 
guides for some time conducted vigorous agitation against 
Jews. By this tactic, the Arab guides fondly hoped to drive 
their Jewish conferes out of the profession and once assur- 
ing for themselves a monopoly, to sky-rocket prices. How- 
ever, they were disappointed in their expectations, As a 
result of the anti-Jewish propaganda, Jews stopped visiting 
Bethlehem altogether, and this year, with the scheduled ar- 
rival of only two world-tourists steamers (there were thirty 
last year), Bethlehem merchants became disgruntled 
and souvenir shop keepers went into mourning. The Arab 
guides are no longer popular in Bethlehem. From Jerusa- 
lem, on the contrary, comes news of close cooperation be- 
tween Jews and Arabs, leading to a felicitous issue, On 
February 24th, all shops in Jerusalem—Jewish and Arab— 
were closed in protest against the Municipal Council's fail- 
ure to pass an Ordinance restricting undue increases in 
rents by landlords taking mean advantage of Palestine pros- 
perity. The very next day the Jerusalem Municipal Council 
promptly passed the Ordinance. Nor does inter-Semitic 
harmony in Palestine end with the Holy City. In the prov- 
inces, too, there are burgeoning new unities: Witness the 
Kheirieh race-track near Tel Aviv where Bedouin lads on 
desert steeds compete with rising Jewish jockeys; and the 
presence in Acre of fifty admiring Arab spectators at a 
Hebrew performance by Ohel, the workers’ dramatic troupe. 


THE WHEELS OF PROGRESS 
7. most effective harmonizer in Arab-Jewish relation- 

ships is the persistency of Jewish economic progress. 
It would prove too big a task to list all outstanding projects 
in Palestine during the month. Among the more interesting 
items are advance reports on the Levant Fair, to be held 
this spring on a larger scale than ever before. Fourteen 
foreign countries will participate: Holland, Norway, and 
Turkey being represented for the first time. The Levant 
Fair is already an established institution and may be called 
the most important economic link between Orient and Occi- 
dent. An intriguing side-light on the development of ex- 
port trade comes out of business done by the American 
Porcelain Tooth Company, founded by S. S. Bloom, formerly 
of Philadelphia, Shiny black teeth have recently become 
the heart’s desire of modish Siamese belles and the Bloom 
factory has smartly sent several consignments to Bangkok. 
One might also mention as a more domestic enterprise the 
proposed $1,550,000 company to supply Tel Aviv with gas. 
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TEL AVIV'S BEAU GESTE 


| agg year the Purim period in Tel Aviv is attended 
by city-wide celebrations and rejoicings. The dancing 
madness of the agricultural settlements descends upon the 
all-Jewish city and for several days the streets resound with 
happy cries. But this year the celebrations were not held: 
Confronted by the horrors of the Jewish situation in the 
diaspora, the authorities of Tel Aviv deemed it appropriate 
to make a symbolic gesture of understanding sympathy by 
deciding to desist from exuberant gayety. Revelling at a 
time when Jewry throughout the world is in bleak despair 
would have suggested too great a rift between Eretz Isael 
and the: Galut. 


THE HISTADRUT 


(y= of the most cheering events in Eretz Israel is the 
success of the appeal for a Labor Unemployment Fund. 
As reported in this column last month, the Histadrut de- 
termined to create new jobs for old and new workers, has 
obligated all its members to contribute twelve days of wages 
during the next six months. Members of the Histadrut are 
responding to the Fund with whole-hearted enthusiasm, Va- 
rious non-Histadrut groups and organizations have joined 
in raising money for the Fund. One-half of the profits 
from certain presentations by the Habima and Ohel actors 
were donated to the Fund. All over the country numerous 
individuals who do not belong to the Histadrut have like- 
wise been sending in contributions. All this illustrates the 
extent to which the Yishuv at large realizes that Histadrut 
activities often transcend mere party needs and attain nation- 
al significance. 


MUSES AND TROUSERS 


. gees a day passes without news of cultural advance 

in Palestine. First one hears of the opening of Tel 
Aviv’s new three-story art museum; next that the Hebrew 
University has awarded its first Ph.D. degree; subsequently 
that a theatre academy has been opened; some time after 
that John Masefield’s Ode on the death of King George has 
been translated into Hebrew with retention of the original 
meter; and finally that the pants of David Vardi, Davar 
columnist, were scorched by a German immigrant, formerly 
an actor much devoted to his muse, but now forced by cir- 
cumstances into the cleaning and dyeing business, Whimsi- 
cal Vardi doubts whether a muse is worth a pair of trousers 
—but that is the only anti-cultural note to be heard in the 
Hebrew press this month, 


RUPPIN'S BIRTHDAY 


a enjoying prosperity, Palestine does not forget 
to honor in fitting manner the men responsible for 
its economic rebirth, On March 1, Dr. Arthur Ruppin, 
foremost Jewish agronomist and sociologist in Palestine, 
was entertained on his sixtieth birthday at the oldest agri- 
cultural cooperative at Dagania Alef where twenty-five years 
ago he initiated the activities that are today reflected in the 
scores of settlements dotting the country. Ruppin’s achieve- 
ments and personality were publicly lauded by repre- 
sentatives of all sections of the Yishuv. He is a man of 
patient, precise manner. German method, infinite perspica- 
city and an intimate assosiation with facts, seconded by his 
painstaking labor and study, have made him the outstanding 
world authority on Jewish sociology and Palestinian coloni- 
zation. He is justly hailed as “the creator of national agri- 
cultural colonization in Palestine.” Without being a mem- 
bers of the Workers’ Party, Dr. Ruppin has, for reasons not 
of dogma but of logical conviction, consistently supported 
Histadrut endeavor, realizing the basic significance of labor 
in a country which is in process of being rebuilt. 





LEAGUE NOTES 


Si Social Workers’ Chapter was addressed during the 
month by Dr, Elsie Gliick, who spoke on “The Role of 
Jewish Worker in the American Labor Movement”. , . . Six 
Hebrew-speaking groups are now selling tickets (proceeds 
go to the Jewish Frontier Anniversary Fund) for the social 
drama, “Love on the Dole” (Thursday evening, April 
16th). The Hebrew groups have had meetings with Dr. 
Abraham Halkin, Moshe Furmansky, and Mr. Abraham Ep- 
stein, .. . The Brooklyn Chapter had a very successful lunch- 
eon on Sunday afternoon, March 8th, with an overflow at- 
tendance, which Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal addressed. The 
artists participating in the luncheon were Corinne Chochem, 
the dancer, Maxim Brodyn as vocal accompanist, and the 
tenor, Leon Kaireff. . . . Two new groups have been organ- 
ized in New York, The Manhattan Chapter of the League, 
established in February, has had bi-weekly meetings, one 
with Dr. Enzo Sereni, the Palestinian delegate to the 
Hechalutz, who spoke to the group om March 18th on “The 
World Hechalutz Movement.” The Manhattan Chapter’s 
chairman is Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg. . . . Another new 
League group of professionals was organized in the Bronx 
through the initiative of Mr, and Mrs. Joseph Schlossberg. 
Speakers at its first two meetings were Zalman Rubashow 
and Dr. Enzo Sereni. 


M*® GOLDIE MYERSON has been touring in the 
Middle-West and on the Pacific Coast. In addition 
to addressing League chapters in Cleveland and Detroit, 
Mrs. Myerson addressed Temple Forums, Avukah groups, 
Women’s Circle groups, and a Jewish National Fund meet- 
ing in Chicago. In Detroit she aroused such enthusiasm that 
a new professional group was organized with the assistance 
of Mrs. A. W. Sanders. . . . During March, Mrs. Myerson 
addressed meetings on the Pacific Coast and in Western 
Canada—Los Angeles, San Francisco, Petaluma, Portland, 
Vancouver, Calgary, and Edmonton. Mrs.Myerson’s ad- 
dresses have attracted new friends to Labor Palestine and 
the League. 

The Philadelphia League Chapter has been conducting its 
monthly public forums uninterruptedly—the February Ses- 
sion with Rabbi Max Raisin of Paterson; the March Forum 
with Hayim Greenberg. . . . Two new League groups have 
been organized. Mr. Arthur N, Channin, Executive Secre- 
tary of the New Hartford League Chapter, informs us that 
“Mr. Jacob Katzman’s visit to Hartford was a great success. 
. . . After the Amity Group which he addressed a nucleus 
for the organization of an English-speaking professional 
chapter has been formed. “. . . Montreal has organized its 
first League chapter, after a mass meeting addressed by 
Hayim Greenberg on Thursday, March 12th. Among the 
officers elected for the newly-organized chapter are Rabbi 
Harry Stern, Chairman, Dr. Trustman, Vice Chairman, 
and M. I, Mendelsohn, Secretary. . . . The Newark Chap- 
ter met with Rabbi Edward L. Israel on Sunday, March 
22nd. Dr. Zellig Harris, National President of Avukah 
addresed a meeting of the group leaders of the Newark 
Y.M.H.A. . . . The Camden Chapter of the League 
had a meeting on February 19th with Dr. Solomon 
Grayzel of Gratz College. On March 18th the guest speak- 
er was Mrs. H. Yarden, of the Philadelphia Chapter, who 
was instrumental in organizing the Vineland Chapter of the 
League. They have already sent in $60.00 of their $100.00 
pledge to the Gewerkshaften Campaign, and they are plan- 
ning to close the activities of the season with a Halutzim 
banquet, the proceeds of which will go to the Keren He- 
chalutz. . . . In addition to the project of collecting books 
in this country for the colonies in Palestine, the Washington 
League chapter has undertaken to teach elementary and 
intermediate Hebrew. The courses are being conducted by 
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volunteer teachers, with the cooperation of the Washington 


OVE ON THE DOLE Jewish Center. . .. The League chapter which was organized 
at the end of January, 1936, at the Hebrew Union College 
THEATRE PARTY of Cincinnati, ee the — of Rabbi Samuel Wohl, 
is constantly increasing in membership. . . . The Boston 
ONGACRE THEATRE Chapter had a widi-aicadel public wieiinn with Rabbi A. 
Tickets THURSDAY EVE. APRIL 16 M. Heller in February. . Poy Wichita ~— is expect- 
10, $1.65, ing Baruch Zuckerman to e guest at a public meetin 
" = « Fg SE ala ihe silt: be hath sider ts th the middle of April 
League work is gaining momentum in Chicago which 
Send your order for tickets with check to cover to is about to launch a systematic campaign for membership 
Hebrew Groups, League for Labor Palestine, 1225 and the Jewish Frontier. The Executive Committee consists 
Broadway, N. Y. C. or Phone MUrray Hill 4-0858. chiefly of chairmen of sub-committees for specific functions. 
R. K, Zetland is chairman of the Executive Committee; 
S. Holland, chairman of membership; B. R. Harris, Treas- 
urer; E, Bortnicker, chairman of Education; A. Goldberg, 
chairman of coordination with other organizations; H. 
i=) ) ye Reiter, chairman of local projects; S. Dulsky, chairman of 
Jewish Frontier; Mrs. C. Shanas, executive secretary. They 
are arranging a series of discussion group meetings, for the 


y ‘ i Al purpose of familiarizing new circles with Labor Palestine. 
4 | In order to develop the necessary leadership for such groups, 
| a \ A a weekly Seminar was formed, under the guidance of Mr. 
I. B, Rappaport. At the special session March 22nd, in 
M AT ZO which Pinchas Cruso participated, it was decided to arrange 
‘ , a midwest conference on May 17th for “Reorientation of 
. Jewish Youth.” The Program and nature of the Conference 
No other. “ary like ub will be similar to the N. Y. Confeernce for the Hechalutz. 
The Chicago League now has an excellent leadership, which 

assures speedy growth and big achievements. 
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| TRAVELING LIBRARY __| |_SUMMER HOUSE WANTED | 


ce ss ey 0 hang CEIWIN C - EDITOR WANTS TO RENT house on 
authors; French publications. Rental AM farm, isolated, yet near city. Few 
charge 25 cents a week. Discounts PORT JERVIS, NEW YORK conveniences required. State price. 
to buyers. Subscriptions to Ameri- : ’ ; Will consider year-round rental. Box 
can and foreign magazines. FRED Te we p negy Boe voy 221 Jewish Frontier. 


TTSCHALK, 144th &t., 
> c. ne SEVENTEEN SUCCESSFUL SEASONS 


Ideal Jewish Camps | RESEARCH ASSISTANT | 
[ FARMS, LOTS WANTED | J Full program of land and water sports, 


aesthetic activities, cultural influences, TRAINED RESEARCH WORKER, 
ABOUT ONE ACRE on lake, with Sabbath observance. ten years book, encyclopedia, news- 
cabin preferred. Not more than sixty Send for Descriptive Booklet paper experience, will take free-lance 
miles from city. Give price and lo- Rates $150 for the season or full time assignments. Articles, 
cation. Box M-1, Jewish Frontier. , speeches, reviews written; pamphlets 

A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 7 . a 
125 E. 85th St., N.Y.C. A'Twater 9-5040 and direct mail campaigns. Expert 
| AGENTS WANTED | typist, re-write woman. Box S-14, 


Jewish Frontier. 
SUBSCRIPTION AGENTS.. Good | RESTAURANTS ‘Pivientienee 


commission, possible drawing account WE SERVE health foods kosher for 
and salary. Good territories. Write Passover. Trufood Vegetarian Res- | WILL BUY . 
Circulation Dept., Jewish Frontier. taurant, 158 W. 44th St., N. Y. C. 





















































A SET OF ENCYCLOPEDIA of 
MAY DAY CELEBRATION and installation of new members of the Poale gocial Sciences. Journalist will pay 
Zion-Zeire Zion. Speakers: Hayim Greenberg and Professor Hayim Fineman. ends tor used cane eeibendis baa 
Entertainment by Yasha Fishberg and Isaac Gladstone. Thursday evening, PY y 
May 30, 8:30 pm. Grand Ball Room, Hotel Delano, 108 West 43rd Street, egular price. Box 114, Jewish 
Manhattan. Frontier. 








